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Delivered free to over 5000 homes across the Leys 


Windale School finds its rhythm eae 


As part of Black History Month, Windale School enjoyed a Gambian workshop 
BY K. SHARPE | \{ | — 

AFRICA CAME TO y = 

Windale Community { 4 = = 


Primary School this —= ' bal 
term with the arrival of 
a drumming workshop. 
The pupils at the school 
all enjoyed an hour's 
session of traditional 
drumming from West 
Africa. 

The session 
highlighted the 
children's natural sense 
of rhythm and ability to 
listen and respond to 
each other's A e _ F 
compositions. All the s , . ; — 
children appeared to ‘ * L ee 
enjoy the activity and ? ' YT 4 
many were pleased to - Sa : : yey! ii! 
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Community Creativity. Page 6. 
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discover that they had a a | a 4 Wy 
musical ear and a Ne m si 
natural sense of rhythm. 
The drumming was 
linked to many areas of 
the schools programme 
including music, history, 
physical education and 
personal, social and 
health education. The 
children were pleased to 
see that all subjects can 
be hands-on, fun, and 
more importantly, noisy! 
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There’s no escape! Centre pages 


See Page 13 for more 
school news. 


Picture: Roy Simmonds 


New jobs for the Leys 


Local writer Miriam Picha looks at how new jobs at BMW will benefit the Leys. 


A CINEMA COMPLEX, bowling alley, workforce in Oxford by an additional 200 News that in 2003, just under a fifth of 
restaurants, football stadium, hotel and people, and with the Leys quite literally the car plant's employees either walked 
major car plant in recent years have on the doorstep of the car plant, it is or cycled to work in the morning, thus Scouts ta ke stock 
created new job opportunities for the expected that many Leys residents will confirming the local nature of . 
residents of the Leys. In addition to this, benefit, along with the local economy. employment at the plant. This number is nevelige neweets Page =) 
the local car plant has brought more good’ ‘The car plant currently has some 4,700 expected to increase with the creation of 
news and Christmas cheer to the Leys by people in its employment. Of these, a new jobs at the plant. 
announcing new job creation. whopping one third live in the OX4 Alexandra says that the plant has a 
BMW Group Plant Oxford recently postcode area, which includes the Leys. diverse workforce. This is due to the 
stated its intention to expand its Marie Perrin, assistant manager of the plant's flexible approach to working, with 
Famous Bullnose Morris pub on a choice of the weekend shift, night shift 
Cuddesdon Way, opposite the car plant, (where a premium is paid) or day shift. 
feels that her pub has benefited They also take on work experience 
economically from the car plant, adding students. The range of shift options 
that the extra 200 jobs created is good caters fully to the needs of the local 
for her business as well as for the local community, especially since this flexibility \ 
economy in general. helps to encourage more women to apply > ; { 
Mrs Perrin said: "We get a lot of for and gain employment at the plant. a 
workers coming here from the plant, both Plant Oxford, in association with local 7 Fi 
at lunchtime and in the evenings. Many of organisations, helps to improve the health Fight the Good Fight 
them are local people from the Leys who and quality of life of their employees. For Find out what’s happening at 
work at the plant. We also get a lot of example, they provide a creche, Mini the Leys Linx Centre. Page 4 
lorry drivers, many of whom are from Kids, for the children of employees. Large 
abroad. We have had drivers from places events are laid on four times each year. F 
like Germany and France and they spend ___ Firework displays and bonfires on Bonfire What's on Weekly.........+.. page 2 
g§ their money here in the pub and in the Night as well as an annual Christmas Arts & Culture Focus......... page 5 
LS local area." party help to give a feeling of = a 
Be Alexandra Brooks, corporate inclusiveness to the plant employees. Community Creativity....... page 6 
§ communication manager at BMW Group Added to that there is on-site dentistry Christmas Special........ Centre Pages 
& Plant Oxford, says that she believes that and an occupational health centre staffed 
= the Leys will benefit from the additional by doctors, nurses and opticians. SCHOOIS....:.eseeeeeeeeeeseeeees page 13 
© 200 jobs created, maintaining that "the : ; Letters......ccccccccceeeeeeennees page 2 
B= economic impact will be sizeable for the Anyone interested in working at the plant 
& local community. They will get jobs and should contact the Right4Staff or SPOPte.ceeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeees Page 16 
that will create better buying power for Manpower agencies. These can be SCOUtS cecesececcceccceceeeeeeeenes page 11 
Alexandra Brooks, corporate communication them and their families." contacted through the BMW Group Plant 
manager at BMW Group Plant Oxford. She maintains that there is a good Oxford main reception on 01865 824000. Looking Back.....ccscssseeeeeee page 10 


mix of people at the plant, telling Leys 
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Leys News is a not-for- 
profit business dedicated to 
providing news and 
information to the whole 
community. We are not 
affiliated to any political 
party, and we operate an 
equal opportunities policy. 
We encourage any residents 
to get involved in our work. 


Contact: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Email: 
mail@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s Who? 


Board of Directors: Penny 
Wood, Chuma Nwokolo Jr, 
Roy Simmonds, Wendy 
Spray, Etain O’Carroll, Peter 
Stevenson, Gerry Webb. 


Editorial committee this 
issue: Julian Dourado, Roy 
Simmonds, Beth Knowles, 
Chuma Nwokolo, Jo 
Stannard 


Editor: Kate Griffin 


Layout and design: 
Julian Dourado 


Business Development 
Co-ordinator: 
Thuta Aung 


Distribution co- 
ordinators: Gary and 
Amanda Jones 


Volunteers and 
contributors: Dr Barry 
Harker, Stuart Mabbutt, 
Miriam Picha, Stuart Craft, 
Kohinoor Sahota, Roy 
Simmonds, Jack Farrell 
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Out early February 
Copy & Advertising 
Deadline: 12th 
January 


Leys News acknowledges 
financial assistance from: 
Oxford City Council, Catalyst 
Communities Housing 
Association, Oxford Citizens 
Housing Association, Cherwell 
Housing Trust, Awards for All, 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Chest, and the Community 
Champions Fund and support 
from: Newsquest (Oxfordshire) 
Ltd. and Business Boffins Ltd. 
Leys News is a company 
limited by guarantee No. 
3591512 
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BY KATE GRIFFIN 


BY THE TIME you read this, our 
December issue, you will 
probably feel slightly fed up 


with all things Christmassy. 
Shop windows have been 
displaying their Christmas 


wares for weeks (in some 
cases, months) and children 
begin nagging for expensive 
gifts earlier and earlier. If you 
switch on the television to get a 
break from it all, you're 
confronted with a stream of 
festive-themed adverts. It's 
supposed to be a joyful time, 
but you could be forgiven for 
finding it stressful. 

This issue of Leys News is 
designed to help you through 
the Christmas season with as 
much joy as you can muster. 
Read the stories and poems on 
pages 6 and 7 to remind 
yourself what a talented place 
the Leys is. Or check out the 
centre pages for a whole wealth 
of different perspectives on 
Christmas as well as Christmas 
listings to stop you missing that 
important party or church 
service. The rest of the paper, 
is, aS usual, packed with the 
latest news from the Leys. 

However, this issue is about 
more than celebrating 
Christmas. It is also marking 
Black History Month, which 
happened in November. It was 
a month for celebrating black 
people and their contribution to 
Britain's heritage, but also a 
time for more sober reflection 
on the history of black people 
in this country. Frank Isahak is 


one writer who is unafraid to 
speak the often unwelcome 
truth about how black 
immigrants have been treated 
here in the past. You can read 
his story on page 14. In our 
Soapbox column (page 12), 
councillor Stuart Craft offers 
another perspective on the 
Black History Month 
celebrations. 

Looking ahead to next year, 
2007 will be the 50th 
anniversary of the Leys. It 
promises to be a year of 
exciting commemorative 
activities and celebrations. Leys 
News will be marking the 
anniversary by delving into the 
history of the Leys in our 
reinstated Looking Back 
section. We're already off to a 
flying start in this issue, thanks 
to Jack Farrell's interview of his 
grandmother Grace Tompkins 
(page 10). But we need YOU to 
make it a success. If you've 
lived on the Leys for more than 
ten years, we'd love to hear 
your story. You can contact us 
by phone or email (details 
given on this page) or simply 
pop into our Kingfisher Green 
offices. We're looking for 
individual stories about life on 
the Leys - memories that might 
seem trivial to you but would 
be fascinating to anyone who 
doesn't remember those days. 


We hope you enjoy this issue. 
Leys News wishes you all a 
very merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year. 
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Readers’ Letters 


Fed up with 
junk? 


AM I THE only one 
fed up with the 
amount of junk mail 
coming through the 
letterbox? I've 
contacted all the 
relevant agencies to 
try and minimise it 
but still it comes - by 
the bucket load. 

But did you know 
that the Royal Mail is 


Sponsored Walk 


Young footballers will be walking round 
the Kassam Stadium to raise money on 
Saturday 2nd December. The sponsored 
walk, organised by Oxford Blackbird 
Boys' Under-10s Football Club, will raise 


money for equipment and winter 


clothes. Anybody interested in helping 
out or sponsoring the boys should ring 
Kevin Foley on 01865 711071. Leys 

News will keep you up to date with the 


boys' progress. 


selling our addresses 
on a CD? However, 
because the Royal 
Mail don't include our 
names on the CD, it 
is legal. So when 
these mail-out freaks 
want to target a 
certain area they buy 
the relevant CD and 
aah! Another load of 
junk lands on the 
doormat. 

But what really 
bugs me is: the Royal 
Mail makes money 


from my address but 
don't seem to think 
that they have a 
responsibility to 
deliver my mail 
properly. 

Can anything be 
done about this? 
Right now I'd settle 
for my post being 
delivered through my 
letterbox and not 
spread halfway 
across the estate. 

Enid Foster 
Greater Leys 


CORRECTION 

Our What's On Weekly 
section in the last issue 
incorrectly named Paul 
Daglish as organiser of the 
boxing. It is in fact Keith 
Templar who runs the boxing 
sessions. Paul Daglish is one 
of the boxing trainers who 
works with Keith. We 
apologise for our error. 


Strong organisational skills 
Good "people skills" 
Your own transport 
A sense of humour! 


Leys News job opportunity 


Leys News is on the lookout for someone to coordinate our team of 
distributors. As Distribution Coordinator, you will be responsible for 
making sure that copies of Leys News reach every household in 
Blackbird Leys and Greater Leys. You'll need: 


Geographical knowledge of the Leys 


In return, you'll be paid £6/hour and have the satisfaction of knowing 
you're working for a truly local organisation. 


What’s on Weekly 


CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 


Leys Kiddies Club: generally 
held at the Dovecote in the green 
room, but could be subject to 
change. Drop-in on Mondays and 
Thursdays, 9.30am - 2.30pm 
(term time only) for 0-5 year 
olds. Contact Ruth Brown on 
07985 637487. 


Beavers: (aged 6-8) meet at the 
Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on 
Sandy Lane. Tuesdays, 5pm- 
6pm. Ring 01865 714104. 


Cubs: (aged 8-10 %) meet at 
the Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on 
Sandy Lane. Tuesdays, 6.30pm- 
8pm. Ring 01865 714104. 


Dovecote After School Club: 
(5-12 year olds) is at the 
Dovecote. Monday-Thursday, 
3.15pm - 4.45pm. 75p per 
session. 


The Barn Youth Project: 
Nightingale Avenue. Wednesdays, 
7.30pm - 9pm. Music, art, 
sports, dance, tuck shop, etc. 
Discos during holidays. 50p per 
session. Free access to IT 
equipment and Internet. 


Blackbird Leys Youth Centre: 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. Contact Katy Hamilton on 
01865 772886 


Scouts: (aged 10% - 15% ) at 
the Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on 


Sandy Lane. Thursdays 7pm- 
8.30pm. Ring 01865 714104. 


Cheerleading: 

(girls aged 6 and over) at the 
Leisure Centre on Pegasus Road. 
Tuesdays 4pm. 50p a session. 
Run by the Leys Youth 
Programme. 


5-a-side football for girls: 

at the Leisure Centre on Fridays. 
5-6pm for years 3-6. 6-7pm for 
year 7 upwards. 50p a session. 
Run by the Leys Youth 
Programme. 


5-a-side football for boys: 

at the Leisure Centre on Fridays. 
4pm-5pm for years 3-6. 5pm- 
6pm for years 7-9. 6pm-7pm for 
years 10 and 11. 50p a session. 
Run by the Leys Youth 
Programme. 


CHURCHES 


Church of the Holy Family: 
Cuddesdon Way. Sunday service 
at 10am-11am with lively 
children's church. The Church of 
the Holy Family is a local 
ecumenical partnership of 
Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, 
Moravian and United Reformed 
denominations. Ring 01865 
396241. 


Leys Community Church: 
Sunday service at the Holy 
Family Church. Includes special 
activities for children and young 
people. 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church: 
Sawpit Road. Sunday Mass is at 
9.30am and 6pm. Ring 01865 
778454. 


COMPUTERS 


Blackbird Leys IT Zone: at the 
Leys Linx Centre on Blackbird 
Leys Road. Learn and use 
computers, the internet, email, 
scanning, printing (5p black & 
white, 20p colour), digital 
photography and video. Training 
courses available. Monday - 
Friday, 9.30am - 4.30pm, and 
Saturday, 9.30am - 1.30pm. Ring 
01865 714492. 


LEISURE 


Boxing training: the Youth 
Centre (part of the Leys Linx 
Centre on Blackbird Leys Road). 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 
7.30pm - 9pm. Run by Keith 
Templar. See page 4 for more 
information. 


Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre: Pegasus Road. Open 
Monday-Friday, 8am-11pm, 
Saturday, 9am-8pm, Sunday 
9am-9pm. Variety of leisure 
activities and classes. Rooms and 
facilities available for private 
hire. Ring 01865 467020. 


Legs, Bums & Tums: the 
Leisure Centre. Wednesdays, 
6pm-7pm. 


Tae Kwon Do: the Leisure 


Centre. Tuesdays, 6pm - 7pm. 


Body Conditioning: the Leisure 
Centre. Mondays, 10am - 11am. 


Pilates for Beginners: the 
Leisure Centre. Tuesdays, 7pm - 
7.45pm. 


Blackbird Leys Swimming 
Pool: behind the community 
centre on Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are 
Mondays & Fridays, 5.45pm - 
6.45pm, Saturdays & Sundays, 
11.15am - 1pm. Other sessions 
available include over 60s, 
women-only, water workout and 
parent & toddler classes. Ring 
01865 467042. 


Irish Dancing: Sacred Heart 
Hall. Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
5pm. 


OLDER PEOPLE 


Silver Circle: meets at the 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre on Blackbird Leys Road. 
Tuesdays, 1pm - 3.30pm. Meet 
for trips, chats, tea, and bingo. 
Everyone welcome. Ring 01865 
435954. 


Monday lunch club for the 
over-50s: (formerly run by Age 
Concern), the Clockhouse, 10am- 
1.30pm. 


Thursday lunch club for the 
over-50s: The Barn, 10am-2pm. 


If you have a regular event that you would like to see in the What's On Weekly section, please tell us! 
Write to What's On Weekly, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. Or simply e-mail 
editor@leysnews.co.uk, putting "What's On Weekly" in the e-mail's subject heading. We'd love to hear from you. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | Phone: 01865 711756 
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Co-op cash for young footballers 


| 


Oxford Utd's Eddie Odhiambo-Anaclet (left) and community officer Peter Rhoades Brown celebrate the 


a \ = 


opening of the new Co-operative supermarket in Templars Square, with (from left behind) store staff Jon 


Hayter (manager), Christine, Andrea, Linda and Gareth. 


~ 6 All 
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Store manager Jon Hayter with Eddie Odhiambo-Anaclet at the 
opening of the new Co-operative supermarket in Templars Square. 


YOUNG FOOTBALLERS ' HAVE 
received a £1000 cash boost from 
the Co-op. The grant was given to 
mark the re-opening of the 
Cowley store. The Midcounties 
Co-operative, better known as the 


Co-op, has carried out a £1.9 
million redevelopment of the 
store. 


Oxford United players did the 
honours at the opening on 
Thursday 2nd November. The 


grant will go towards Oxford 
United FC's Football in the 
Community Scheme, which visits 
local schools to teach young 
people about exercise, healthy 
eating, anti-racism in sport and 
the importance of community 
activities. The scheme also 
organises soccer courses for boys 
and girls of all ages. 

The store will now incorporate 
the main Post Office branch, 
which relocates to a _ purpose- 
built area conveniently situated 
inside the supermarket. 

Jacqueline Frow, Post Office 
Manager for The Midcounties Co- 
operative, said: "We are very 
proud that we have been able to 
retain this essential service for 
local people and have worked 
with the Post Office to create a 
new purpose-built facility, 
designed to meet local demand 
within the store environment." 


THE CHRISTMAS SEASON is 
nearly upon us - the busiest 
time of the year for many. We're 
in a whirl of presents, family 
visits and parties, as well as 
working overtime to pay for it 
all. But in the frantic rush of the 
season, it's all too easy to forget 
about contraception. Combine 
that with the plentiful alcohol 
that flows at this time of year, 
and you have a recipe for 
disaster. 

It's best to sort out 
contraception in advance, well 
before you actually need it. You 
have a range of options, 
including the Pill, the IUD and 
the contraceptive implant. Your 
local pharmacist or family 
planning clinic will be able to 
advise you on the best form of 
contraception for you - and you 
always have the option of 
changing your mind if one form 
of contraception doesn't suit 
you. 

However, if you do find 
yourself having unprotected 
intercourse, it's not too late to 
arrange contraception. 
Emergency hormonal 
contraception (EHC), also known 
as the "morning-after pill" can 
be taken after intercourse to 


Christmas Contraception 


either delay an egg being 
released (ovulation) or prevent a 
fertilised egg settling in the 
womb (implantation). You can 
obtain EHC from a variety of 
sources: your GP, family 
planning clinic or local 
pharmacist. 

Time is of the essence when 
calculating the effectiveness of 
EHC. If taken within 24 hours of 
intercourse, it is up to 95% 
effective, but this falls to 58% if 
taken up to 72 hours (three 
days) later. (Effectiveness after 
72 hours is not known.) For this 
reason, if you have unprotected 
sex at the weekend, you should 
not wait for your GP's surgery to 
open on Monday and give you a 
prescription. It is better to head 
straight to your local pharmacist, 
who can dispense the emergency 
contraception straight away. Your 
local pharmacist is also more 
likely to be open in the evenings. 

At the Leys Pharmacy in the 
Spar, we dispense emergency 
contraception free of charge to 
under-18s. There is a £25 
charge for over-18s unless you 
can bring a doctor's prescription 
with you. However, as I have 
said above, it is better to take 
the pill sooner rather than later, 


so waiting for the surgery to 
open is a false economy - the 
time you waste will reduce the 
contraception's effectiveness and 
you may end up with an 
unwanted pregnancy. 

The process for obtaining 
emergency contraception is fairly 
straightforward. After discussing 
your needs with a trained 
pharmacist, you will be asked to 
fill in a form. The pill will then be 
dispensed and you will be given 
instructions as to how to take it. 

Emergency contraception can 
stop a moment's madness 
ending up in an unwanted 
pregnancy, but, as the name 
suggests, it is for emergencies 
only. It is not as effective as 
regular contraception, so you 
should not rely on it for your 
contraceptive needs. It will not 
protect you against sexually 
transmitted diseases either. The 
best course of action is to 
arrange contraception in advance 
and use condoms to prevent 
transmission of diseases. 
However, accidents do happen, 
especially over the Christmas 
and New Year season, and when 
they do, you should seek 
professional advice as soon as 
possible. 
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Nicky's Trek for Mental Health 


Nicky Clargo of Oxfordshire Mind is well known in the 
community for her work supporting people with mental 
health problems. But what you probably didn't know is that 


she has first-hand experience 


of coping with mental health 


problems in her family. Now Nicky is taking her work one 


step further with a sponsored 


trek to Sierra Nevada in April. 


Here she explains what drives her. 


HELLO! MY 
NAME is 
Nicky Clargo 
and I'm the 
Finance and 
Personnel 
officer for 
Oxfordshire 
Mind. I have 
been 
working for 
Oxfordshire Mind for almost 
twelve years now and I 
thoroughly enjoy my job. It 
gives me a great deal of self- 
worth knowing that I am 
supporting people who are 
struggling with every day life. 
But... I also Know that so much 
more needs to be done to help 
people living in the community. 
That's why I'm always trying to 
raise funds to help support 
people. 

About me... . My Mum and 
Dad separated when I was four, 
but I never lost contact with my 
Dad (although he was quite a 
traveller at times). I grew up in 
a small village outside Witney, 
Oxfordshire. When I was 13 my 
Dad was diagnosed with cancer 
of the liver and he had a history 
of depression and a drink 
problem. I always knew my Dad 
suffered with depression, but 
thankfully, even after the split, 
my Mum and Dad were always 
great friends and Mum would 
always be there to help and 
support him through difficult 
times. Dad became seriously ill 
when I was 13. From this age, I 
lived my day-to-day life knowing 
that one day his illness would 
take him from us. He was 
periodically in and out of hospital 
with only days (we were told) to 
live. Living with the stress of my 
Dad being ill so young, together 
with other family issues, brought 
on depression. I used to go to 
bed at night wondering how long 
he would live and upsetting 
myself, so that by the time I was 
16 I was given antidepressants 
to lift my mood and help me 
sleep at night. I took these for 
about a year and then finally 
began to come out from under 
the cloud that consumed me. My 


Dad died when I was 24. In fact 
we buried him the same day I 
joined Oxfordshire Mind - 12th 
January 1994. 

In October 1999, just five 
years later, my Mum was 
diagnosed with Leukaemia. She 
was admitted to hospital very 
quickly, but sadly died three 
weeks later of a brain 
haemorrhage - the Leukaemia 
was in remission at this point. 
My Mum's Mother, was also in 
hospital at the same time and 
sadly she died on New Year's 
eve just seven weeks after. The 
impact of this was huge on my 
family as I have a sister and two 
younger brothers. The 
Oxfordshire Mind staff were so 
supportive to me during this 
time and indeed have been ever 
since I have worked here. 

I haven't suffered with major 
depression nor have I ever been 
in hospital, but the life events 
that I have experienced have 
given me a great insight as to 
what some people go through on 
a daily basis. 

Life does and will throw 
things at us, at times, that we 
are not prepared for. Having a 
friend in Oxfordshire Mind and 
supporting others is something 
that I am very passionate about. 

We have found that raising 
funds for mental health work is 
particularly difficult. Unless an 
individual has experienced 
mental illness it isn't always 
easy to understand. From our 
statistics we now know that one 
in four visits to a GP are mental 
health related and this will not 
change in our ever struggling 
society. 

In an average year 
Oxfordshire Mind receives just 
£3,000 from the general public 
in donations. I hope to bring 
about more awareness of mental 
health issues and the best way 
of doing this is by encouraging 
people to take part in our events 
and to spread the word about 
the good work the charity does. 


You can sponsor Nicky by 
visiting her fundraising page at 
www. justgiving.com/clargo 


fA FR RP 
Keep Fits 


Self Detenees 


Self Diseipline 
Class For All Standards! 
Beginners Always Welcome! 


Tuesday 6-7pm/Thursday 5.45-6.45pm. 
(The Barn, Nightingale Ave) 
For info call: 07970 234349 
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What does Christmas mean to me? 


AS THE YEARS have passed by, I'm sorry to say that Christmas 
means less and less to me. It now seems to be a commercial 
business. Instead of the celebration of the birth of Jesus, and 
this is what I believed in. I wonder if the children of today and in 
the future will even know the true meaning of Christmas. 

Today you can buy Christmas cards in September, which in 
years past was unheard of. Christmas trees were real, dug up 
from the earth, and if you were one of the lucky ones your tree 
would still have its roots, which meant that it could be planted, 
and hopefully would grow and be ready for the next year. Your 
tree would be decorated, decorations would adorn the room, but 
unlike today these things would not take place until December, 
where as today they all appear as early as October. 

Nowadays, thanks to the magic of television advertisements, 
children pick what they want. Perhaps this is not such a bad idea 
with such a wide range of toys, electrical gadgets, and such. But 
I think that it takes away all of the magic, the feeling and 
shaking to try and guess what you have got. 

From the beginning of late November puddings would be 
made, each one having a stir and making a wish, silver 
sixpences would be placed in the mixture ready to be found 
when eating. Christmas cakes would be made and sealed away 
to allow the brandy to marinate ready for use. 

Christmas dinner was spent sitting around the table with all 
of your family and relations eating dinner together. That seems 
to be, in some families all gone. Dinner, is as usual eaten with a 
tray on your lap watching the television. 

So many things have changed over the years since I was 
younger. We all used to go to midnight service, (I must confess 
that is something that I no longer do), which is a shame. 
Perhaps this is all part and parcel of losing the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

Progress seems to take over many things. I still miss seeing 
the large Christmas tree (sent over from Norway - I think). It 
stood in front of Carfax Tower, all lit up, quite a spectacle to see. 

One cannot turn back the hands of time; I guess that the 
next generation will have also be able to look back and recall 
what used to be. 

By Eileen, Greater Leys 


Leys lads come 


BY KATE GRIFFIN 


THE LEYS LINX centre 
seems to be settling down 
for the night. But upstairs, 
the tension is mounting. 

Boys are warming up 
for the session ahead, 
bandaging their hands with 
a sense of purpose. The 
boxing training is about to 
begin. 

Between 25 and 30 
boys and young men 
attend each session, which 
shows a high level of 
commitment to the sport. 
But the boys' commitment 
is nothing to that shown by 
Keith Templar, who has 
been running the boxing 
for decades. 


Keith was bitten by the 
boxing bug early, while still 
at school. He went on to 
box in the army while doing 
his National Service. His 
son shared the same 
passion, which meant that 
Keith remained involved in 
boxing, helping the coach 
at his son's boxing 
sessions. When the coach 
retired, Keith was the 
obvious choice to take over 
as coach. That was in 
1972, and he hasn't 
stopped since. 

Trainer Jason Wayne 
says how Keith has inspired 
him: "He's my mentor. It's 
almost a father-son 
relationship we have. I've 
been in boxing a long time 
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too - I started fighting 
when I was 11 years old, 
here on the Leys. Keith 
taught me everything in 
those early days. My career 
as a professional boxer was 
cut short because of 
diabetes, but I've got so 
much out of boxing and 
this club. I'm here as a 
trainer to put something 
back. I want us to turn this 
into the best club." 

Fellow trainer Paul 
Daglish explains how the 
club works: "Children can't 
compete until they're 11 
years old. At 17 they can 
box adults. It's strictly a 
boxing club, not a fitness 
club, although you do have 
to get fit as part of the 
training." 

The training is intense 
but safe. All the boys are 
evenly matched for weight, 
age and skill, as well as 
being monitored at all 
times by the three coaches. 
Keith adds: "The most they 
ever get is a bloody nose, 
which is what you've got to 
expect from a contact sport 
- but it's hard to explain to 
hospitals! They ask, 'Was 
the lad fighting?’ and we 
have to reply, ‘Well, yes, 
but not in the way you 
think...'." 

The boxing is going 
from strength to strength, 
but Keith and his trainers 
feel that there is always 


out fighting 


room for improvement. At 
present, the boxing 
training has such a good 
reputation that boys come 
from all over Oxford to take 
part - but Keith and the 
other trainers would like to 
encourage more Leys boys 
to join in. They are also on 
the look-out for a sponsor 
who would help to pay for 
essentials such as safety 
gear and transport. In 
return, the sponsor's name 
would be emblazoned on 
the young boxers' shirts. 

Paul sums up_ the 
atmosphere of the evening 
when he says: "Boxing is a 
good outlet for aggression 
and adrenaline. It gets 
boys off the street and 
doing something positive 
two nights a week." 

As the boys hit the 
punchbags with astonish- 
ing speed and force, it's 
hard not to agree. 


Boxing training takes place 
on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 7.30pm to 
9pm. There is also a 
Sunday morning session 
from 11am to 12.30pm. 
Parents must give consent 
and pay a charge (£3 for 
seniors, £2 for juniors) to 
cover essential costs such 
as insurance and affiliation 
fees. 


THE LEYS PHARMACY 


Your Local Community Pharmacy 


‘Championing your health’ 


NEW PHARMACY WITH EXTENDED OPENING HOURS 


Monday to Saturday: 7am - 10pm 
Sunday: 9am - 8pm 


Order and collect your prescription at your convenience. Your local 
community pharmacy opening at a time that is convenient for you. 


SERVICES OFFERED INCLUDE: 


M@ Free Prescription Collection and Delivery services 


@ Free Blood Pressure Testing 


@ Free Diabetes Screening 
M@ FREE EHC (Emergency Hormonal Contraception) PILL FOR UNDER 18s 
@ Free Disposal of Unwanted Medicines 


@ Free Medicine Review Services 


® Free Professional Advice on Health Related Matters 


@ Repeat Dispensing Services 
B® Residential and Nursing Homes Services 


OTHER PHARMACY SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE. PLEASE ASK US 


FOR DETAILS. 


NHS 


Address: In Spar, Dunnock Way, Greater Leys 
Tel: 01865 401430 
Email: theleys.pharmacy@npanet.co.uk 


CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 


Christmas Day: 11am - 2pm 


Boxing Day: 11am - 5pm 


1st January: 11am - 5pm 


BBG 


Bz, 


- 
— 
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Arts and Culture Focus supported by BMW Group Plant Oxford 


Arabian Nights 


A Christmas Adventure in the Mirror Tent 


HOT ON THE heels of their 
most successful Summer yet, 
Creation Theatre Company 
are now selling tickets for 
their Christmas show - a 
production of Arabian Nights 
in the beautiful antique Mirror 
Tent (Spiegeltent) at BMW 
Group Plant Oxford from 23 
November 2006 until 13 
January 2007. 

Directed by Gari Jones 
(Royal National Theatre, 
Young Vic, Almeida, Saddlers 
Wells, Globe Theatre) this 
version of Arabian Nights is 
adapted by Dominic Cooke 
(Associate Director of The 
Royal Shakespeare Company) 
and was originally written 
both for performance at 
Young Vic Theatre and as a 
play for BBC Radio 4. 

The new Queen Sharazad 


faces death on her wedding 
night if, like a thousand 
young brides before her, she 
fails to charm King Shahrayar. 
Yet, she has the one gift that 
can save her: the art of 
storytelling. If she can weave 
a tale of power and magic, it 
may save her life. 

The velvet canopies, 
mirrored roof and ornate 
pillars and booths of the 
antique Mirror Tent are the 
perfect setting for the 
sumptuous tales from 1001 
Arabian Nights which have 
existed for thousands of 
years, consisting of stories 
told in Persia, Arabia, India 
and Asia. They reveal 
fantastic adventures, 
incredible characters and 
mysterious magic through 
the ancient power of 
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storytelling. 


With their support of 


Creation now in its sixth year, 
BMW Group Plant Oxford is 


once again providing the 
location for another of 
Creation's Christmas 
productions. Also continuing 
his collaboration with 
Creation this winter is local 
celebrity chef Michel 
Sadones, who _ will be 
tempting taste buds with a 
fabulous array of festive 
crepes and much more. The 
cabaret-style seating of the 
Mirror Tent is ideal for eating 
before or during the show. 
David Parrish, Artistic 
Director and Producer of 
Creation Theatre Company 
said "Over 30,000 people saw 
a Creation show this Summer, 
and we expect a further 
16,000 people to attend 
Arabian Nights this Winter, as 
we continue to produce 
dynamic versions of classic 
tales, as well as an exciting 
range of Creation drama 
workshops for all ages." 


Tickets are on sale now, with 
prices ranging from £8.50- 
£21 (concessions available). 
To book contact the Box 
Office on 01865 766266 or 
book online at 
www.creationtheatre. co.uk 


Black Oxford: 
Untold Stories 


A WALKING TOUR celebrating black Oxford 
scholars was launched in October. The tour, 
"Black Oxford: Untold Stories" will feature the 
Africans, African-Americans, African- 
Caribbeans and Black-British scholars who 
attended Oxford University's colleges from 
the 1800s onwards. 

Pamila Roberts, who came up with the 
idea of the tour, said: "Oxford University has 
attracted and produced many of the most 
original thinkers over the past several 
hundred years. 

On any official tour here, you can hear 
about the history of the colleges and the 
famous alumni - Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, 
Margaret Thatcher - to name but a few. But 
what about the black scholars?" 

Walkers on the tour were able to learn 
about the likes of John Kufuor, the President 
of Ghana; Raymond Robinson, Prime Minister 
of Trinidad and Tobago (1997-2003); the jazz 
saxophonist, Soweto Kinch; Sir Grantley 
Adams, the first Prime Minister of Barbados 
(1954-58); Pixley Seme, founder of the 
African National Congress (1923); Norman 
Manley, who attended Keble College in 1914, 
was a Rhodes Scholar at Jesus College and 
later became Prime Minister of Jamaica; and 
Edward Nelson, a British Guianian, who 
studied at St John's College in 1898 and was 
elected secretary of the Oxford Union. 


The tour was funded by a Heritage Lottery 
Fund grant of £45,900. It continued 
throughout October, which is Black History 
Month in the UK. 


Launching a new dance festival for Oxford 2007 


Oxford City Council, Oxford Dance Forum, Oxford Playhouse and Pegasus Theatre are delighted to launch the 
first ever dance festival for Oxford and the region - Dancin’ Oxford 2007. 


experience high quality 


“TF 


danciwJ 


DANCE FESTIVAL z 


weeks of inspiring dance activity for 
anyone, from the keen enthusiast to 
those completely new to dance. It will 
provide an opportunity for the public to 


dance, through an 
exciting programme of 
activities and per- 
formances _ featuring 
local, national and 
international dance 
artists. It will also 
profile the work of 
Oxford-based youth 
and community dance 
groups. Some _high- 
lights of the Festival 
include performances 
by Motionhouse, Walker 
Dance Park Music, 
Anjali Dance Company, 
Crossover 
Intergenerational 
Dance Company and a 
specially com- 
missioned piece by the Oxford Dance 
Forum and Pegasus Theatre involving 
local professional dance artists. 

A host of participatory dance 
activities include a weekend 


‘Dance-A-Thon', an opportunity to try 
out as many styles as possible over two 
fun-packed days of taster dance 
workshops, and the chance to make 
your mark in the first-ever visit of the 
‘Move-Me Booth' to Oxford. 

Launching the event at the 
Playhouse were three _ sensational 
Oxford-based performers. All the colour 
and vibrancy of Flamenco was brought 
to life by Amarita Vargas; we learnt 
about dance and why it matters with a 
short piece from Cecilia Macfarlane and 
Crossover Intergenerational Dance 
Company; and Roly Carline and the 
Oxford Breakers showcased their high 
energy routines. 


Tickets for all Dancin' Oxford 2007 
events are available by calling Tickets 
Oxford on 01865 305305. Festival 
passes can be obtained from both the 
Oxford Playhouse and Pegasus Box 
Offices. 


The return of 
Ivor’s Choir 


THE BLACKBIRD LEYS Choir is preparing for 
its first concerts since the filming of the 
Singing Estate for Channel Five and residents 
of Blackbird Leys are being offered 
discounted tickets for their concert at the 
Sheldonian Theatre. 

Fivearts Cities, the joint initiative 
between Five and Arts Council England, has 
been working with Oxford Contemporary 
Music and Oxford Philomusica, Oxford’s 
professional symphony orchestra, who are 
putting together the concert on February 
24th, 2007. 

Oxford Philomusica Music Director, Marios 
Papadopoulos, has secured the appearance 
for the choir who will be singing excerpts 
from West Side Story, including I Feel Pretty, 
America, Tonight and the Jet Song. 

In addition Orlando Gough is composing 
a new work for the choir to be premiered at 
the concert. 

“We are very excited to be working 
together with the choir and looking forward 
to helping them establish themselves as a 
permanent presence in the community in the 
future. 

We are very impressed with the standard 
they have achieved,” said Papadopoulos. 
“Their commitment and enthusiasm is a joy 
to work with.” 


Tickets are being offered on a first-come- 
first-served basis at a price of £5 per ticket 
through the Blackbird Leys Community 
Association. Please contact Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, Blackbird Leys Road, 
Oxford, OX4 6HW. Tel (01865) 435954 
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A short story by Colin Goundry 


THE MIST LINGERED over the 
dark damp buildings as I made 
my way through the streets and 
lanes. Cold and hungry, I found 
myself in a slump of body and 
mind. Day after day I walked 
invisible, so it seemed, around the 
estate of the Blackbird Leys. 
Becoming accepted, known or 
made welcome was difficult, being 
a stranger. 

The community was as 
familiar in its ways as many 
others I'd seen and moved on 
from. The school run was over 
and the shops were inviting the 
residents in with colourful arrays 
of products on sale. 

I found a leaflet on the stair of 
the precinct. Whilst picking it up 
to put it in the bin, I glanced at it 
and in my usual conscientious 
way, I read it. 

Some __fancy-named fella 
wanted to turn the Leys into a 
singing place to be. I smiled to 
myself at the thought, as whoever 
had thrown the leaflet on the floor 
must have thought. 

The rest of the day I found 
myself thinking about it and 
wondering if it was possible. 

The community centre was 
packed and to my surprise I found 
myself feeling excited. Could this 
really work out? 

The auditions started with 
single file performances and the 
mixed responses came out of the 
auditorium - or, in this case, the 
side room. One performer came 
out after the other with mixtures 


of smiles and tears. 

There was so much energy 
and pressure in the hallways. 
People hugged and joined in a 
community spirit like they had 
only just realised they all lived 
together on this estate. 

This was my chance to be 
noticed and break down the 
invisible barriers between 
neighbours and residents. 

As I couldn't sing a note, my 
ambition stretched as far as 
making friends with the not-so- 
lucky crowd. Being a part of 
something was enough to give me 
the courage to put myself to 


shame in front of strangers, just 
to be a part of this fantastic 
development on the Blackbird 
Leys. 

I left the community centre 
that night and as well as making 
some friends, I noticed the mist 
has lifted from the dark damp 
streets and lanes. In its place 
there was this’ feeling of 
anticipation and _ excitement. 
Imagine what we could all achieve 
if all the residents of Blackbird 
Leys applied the same 
enthusiasm in everything they do. 
Now that would be worth singing 
about. 
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A Brief History of Time Travel 
Episode 1: Back to the Past 


by Jack Farrell 


WE WERE JUST three normal 
teens, from a perfectly normal 
place, living perfectly normal 
lives. Why would anything out 
of the ordinary happen to us? 
That's me, Brian Wood, and 
my two best friends, Chaz and 
Brooke. Just three ordinary 
teens, who went on a 
completely out of the ordinary 
adventure. 

It began when we were 
walking home from school, on 
a perfectly normal day. 

"I can't believe this history 
homework! An essay on our 
favourite period of history? 
Cameron makes it sound like 
we were supposed to pay 
attention!" Chaz cried in 
despair. He was taller than 
your average 13-year-old, 
almost six foot, with a mop of 
shaggy black hair on his head, 
and dark eyes to match. He 
was wearing the same as 
Brooke and me, the boring 
school uniform: black trousers 
and shoes, a blue sweatshirt 
with the school logo 
on the upper left, 
and a plain white 
polo shirt 
underneath. 

"I think that's the 
point," Brooke told 
him, as I laughed. 
She was about five 
foot tall, and had 
long, curly, brunette 
hair and pale blue 
eyes. 

"So what are you 
two doing yours on?" 
Chaz asked. 

"The Salem witch 
trials," I informed 
him. I was about five and a 
half feet tall, half way between 
Chaz and Brooke, with short 
blonde hair and hazel eyes. 

"The Jurassic era," Brooke 
answered. 

"Come on, Chaz, you must 
know about some-when!" I 
said. 

"Well...do you think 
Cameron would take 
something on the year 3,000? 
TV's taught me all about that," 
Chaz suggested. 

"Yes, because the year 
3,000 has happened already," 
Brooke said sarcastically. 

"Oh...well, can you help me 
with it tonight?" Chaz asked 
desperately. 

"Don't you mean do it for 
you?" I asked with a snigger. 

"Would you?! Thanks, 
Brian!" Chaz cried, patting my 
shoulder. 

"Wait, I didn't..." I started, 


but I stopped as Chaz 
appeared to implode, leaving 
no trace of him behind. 

"Never mind," I squeaked. 

"What happened?!" Brooke 
asked in shock. 

"IT don't know, he just 
vanished!" I said, and watched 
in shock as the same thing 
happened to Brooke. 

"Like that! Uh - Marco!" I 
cried, but I didn't hear a 
response. Moments later I felt 
the weirdest sensation of 
shrinking, and I realised that 
the same thing was happening 
to me. A few seconds later, 
there wasn't anybody left 
standing on the street - unless 
someone else turned onto it 
without me realising. 

After who knows how long, 
I found myself lying in the 
middle of a field, alongside 
Brooke and Chaz. 

"You know, this is what I 
always expected Heaven to 
look like - just clouds and 
stuff," Chaz said, not moving 
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from the surprisingly 
comfortable grass. 

"That's because you watch 
too much TV. But I wouldn't 
have thought we'd just 
implode for no apparent 
reason," I said, sitting up, and 
I realised we weren't alone. All 
around us were people 
dressed in black and white, 
some with weird hats on. I 
had a feeling I knew where - 
and when - we were. Moments 
later I was proved right. 

"Witches!" they all cried, 
overlapping each other, as 
several of them grabbed the 
three of us and pulled us to 
our feet, as we struggled 
against them unsuccessfully. 

"Well, there go my 
presentist beliefs," Brooke 
said. 


Episode will be featured in the 
next issue of Leys News... 


Children 


When they're young they fight and play 
They always want to have their say 


No matter if it's wrong or right 

They disagree and have a fight 

Teenage years bring times of fear 

With lots of wine and lots of beer 
Boyfriends and girlfriends come and go 
‘It's a shame because they loved them so 
Now at last they're twenty-one 

Maybe with a daughter or son 


By Kaye, Greater Leys 


We care at the Square 


Community Creativity | 7 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | Phone: 01865 711756 


Autumn Leaves on 
the Leys 


Where are you now, 
Brown Child? 


There's nothing in this life's so sweet, 
: As when age and youth agree to meet. 
a Fe ‘ he Age with wisdom, deep, profound, 

2 Ses ba TAL Youth vitality abound. 
Where are you now brown child? 
Are you enduring, pure and mild? 
Does innocence dwell within your smile? 
Where are you now, brown child? 
Do you recall with boundless glee, 
Your infancy on Mama's knee? 
Her concern was your destiny. 
Where are you now brown child? 
Have you arrived at adult stage? 
Are you confused by sulk and rage? 
What have you carved upon your page? 
Where you now brown child? 
The torrent that poured on your head, 
Engulfed you with lost hope and dread. 
Let Mama's hope endure, abide. 
Where are you now brown child? 
Go ride your rainbow, 
Reach for the sky. 
Then Mama's dreams, 
You'll ratify. 
Your place, reserved, was ne'er defiled, 
Go take your place brown child. 
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Brown Child’s Response 


| am near, aware, but not proud, 

Fell in with a different crowd. 
Committing things which aren't allowed, 
Ambitions mostly wear a shroud. 

Hear me, hear me, and my plea, 
Extract me from this misery. 

Open my eyes that | may see 

That which was deeply dear to me. 

My woeful ways | do confess, 

| Know that | must do what's best. 

I'll clean the slate | do attest, 

My goal, determination and success. 
Let those who say I'm in a trance, 

With compassion guide me to advance. 
For now | know, it's not by chance, 

A victim of grim circumstance. 

In my haste to be as one, 

| stole and lied, | thought it fun. 

My emptiness, | wish be gone, 

| am your brown child; your son. 


== 


Roy Simmonds captures the glory of the autumn season in 


this picture, taken near his Leys home. By Frank Isahak 


Leys News Mystery Picture 
WIN 


£20! 


Have a chance of 
winning £20 in cash 
by telling Leys News 
where in the Leys 
you can see this face. 
Send your answers on 


Blackbird Leys 


All residents of the Blackbird Leys 

Our community is in desperate need 
There's litter on the streets and lanes 
The drains are blocked and smell insane 
The water well is running dry 

Doesn't it make you want to cry? 


But residents, don't despair 
The community is always there 


To support each other in their hour of need 
To solve the problems that we see 
Imagine our lives if all this was true 

Then we all know what we have to do. 


By Colin Goundry 


a postcard to Leys re J 


News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX. Send 
your answers by the 
18th December. The 
first answer to be 
pulled from the 
Editor’s hat wins. 


Christmas 


Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church on Sawpit Road will 
be holding its annual inter- 
cultural mass on Sunday 3rd 
December. It will take place 
at 4pm and there will be no 
6pm mass that day. The 
celebrant will be Father Pat 
Armstrong, formerly parish 
priest of Littlemore. All the 
corners of the world will be 
represented and take part in 
leading prayers and worship. 
Party to follow in the hall. For 
further details, and to offer 
help, please contact Olive 
Smith on 01865 771092. 


Windale Community 
Primary School has 
Christmas nativity 
performances on the 5th and 
6th December. Contact the 
school on 01865 777796 for 
details. 


Sacred Heart's Christingle 
Mass will take place on 
Sunday 10th December at 
6pm. This mass uses the 
symbolism of candles to 
speak to us about Jesus, who 
says "I am the Light of the 
World". Music will be led by 
the young people of the 
parish, with the staff and 
children from St John Fisher 
School. Refreshments to 
follow in the hall. 


Windale School also has a 
Christmas Fayre and 
"Carols in the Courtyard" 
event on Wednesday 13th 
December. Contact the school 
on the number above for 
more information. 


The West Indian Day 
Centre on Barns Road will be 
holding its Christmas meal 
and celebration on Friday 
15th December. If you would 
like to come, booking in 


events... Christmas around 


advance is required. Please 
contact the co-ordinator, Mrs 
Sheila Kelly, on 07799 
356156. 


The Church of the Holy 
Family on Cuddesdon Way 
will be holding a Community 
Carol Service on Sunday 
16th December at 6.30pm. 
The Church of the Holy 
Family is an ecumenical 
partnership, incorporating the 
Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, 
Moravian and United 
Reformed denominations. 


Carols in Templars Square 
Churches Together in Cowley 
will be singing carols in 
Templars Square on Saturday 
23rd December. 


Christmas Eve 


The Church of the Holy 
Family will hold Holy 
Communion on Christmas 
Eve (Sunday 24th December) 
at 10am. 


Christmas Day 


The Church of the Holy 
Family: Carols and 
Communion for Christmas 
Morning will take place at 
The Church of the Holy 
Family at 10am on December 
25th. 


New Year’s Eve 


The Church of the Holy 
Family have two services for 
New Year's Eve: Holy 
Communion at 10am on 
Sunday 31st December and 
the Watch Night Service at 
11.30pm. 


the world 


Jack Farrell takes a look at weird and wacky celebrations 


CHRISTMAS IN THE UK is generally a time for celebration, 
family and friends coming together, exchanging presents, 
and watching the Queen's speech and all the Christmas 
specials on TV (I'm really looking forward to Doctor Who!). 
But how is this different around the world? 


America 

America generally celebrates Christmas the same as Britain 
does, with a few exceptions, such as Santa Claus in 
America wearing the more familiar red hat, whilst Father 
Christmas in Britain wears a fur-lined hood on his coat. 


Australia 

Australia's Christmas is also very similar to Britain and the 
US, except for one small detail: in Australia, the 25th of 
December lands in the middle of Summer! As a result of 
this, some special events are held on Bondi Beach in 
Sydney, mostly for tourists, including turkey barbecues, and 
surfing Santas! 


Germany 

Christmas morning in Germany might look something like a 
scene from the end of the Grinch, only without the Grinch 
himself. Christmas in Germany revolves more around 
people being together and goodwill to all rather than the 
presents, and people are out on the street, joined together 
in celebration. Instead of gifts being handed out on 
Christmas day, they're given on the 24th, Christmas Eve, 
whilst a feast takes place on Christmas Day itself. 


Nigeria 

Nigeria also has grand street celebrations, although they 
also have a tradition which doesn't sound as nice to me; 
several weeks before Christmas, many different animals are 
bought, which children are allowed to taunt and gawk at. 
On Christmas Eve these animals are slaughtered and used 
in traditional meals. 


Poland 

Poland also have a strange (to us) Christmas tradition; on 
Christmas Eve they spend most of the day fasting, until the 
first star appears at night, affectionately called Little Star, 
or Gwiazdka, at which point they immediately begin a 
magnificent feast called Wigilia, which traditionally consists 
of 12 meals, to fill them after the day of fasting. 
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Santa Claus of 
North Pole, 
Alaska. 
Despite the 
name, the city 
of North Pole 
is about 1,700 
miles south of 
the geographic 
North Pole. 
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What Christmas means to 
me these days 


Philippines 

In the Philippines, whilst Christmas itself is on the same 
days, with additional masses for nine days before, the 
Christmas season is the longest in the world, currently 
starting in early September! Christmas in the Philippines is 
also more lively than any other country in Asia, as it's one 
of the few countries in Asia that are predominantly 
Christian. 


Russia 

Instead of celebrating Christmas on the 24th-26th of 
December, Russia currently celebrates it on the 7th of 
January, which is the 25th of December on the Julian 
Calendar, as the Russian Church uses the Julian Calendar 
for their fixed dates, including Christmas. Instead of Father 
Christmas or Santa Claus, they have a similar tradition, of 
Ded Morez (Grandfather Frost), and his granddaughter, 
Snegurochka (Snowmaiden), who travels in his troika, a 
sleigh pulled by three horses, who deliver presents to 
children. 


Now that you know more about Christmas in different 
cultures, perhaps you'd like to book a last minute holiday to 
experience one this year. And whilst these traditions can be 
very different, one belief is held worldwide; every year on 
Christmas, a fat old man breaks into children's houses to 
leave gifts. Merry Christmas! 
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j me nowadays. 


' In the days when I was a young boy my late father 

: A and mother used to take myself and my brother down 
[ the Cowley road in east Oxford to the shops for 

Christmas fare. You could feel the Christmas spirit all 

around you there was Christmas deco in the shops. 

Not like to day they only want your money with no 

1 Sim Christmas spirit at all. That's what Christmas means to 


Christmas-time! 
We hope to see you 
soon. 

From the staff at 
Leys Children's 
Centres. 

By Roy Simmonds 


Photo by and (c)2005 Derek Ramsey. Issued under the GNU 


Christmas Vox Pop 


It's a season of paradoxes. It's one of the most important events in the Christian 
calendar - but also an excuse to eat too much turkey and slump in front of the telly. 
It's a time for love and peace - but also an occasion for countless family rows. It's a 
time for getting in touch with people you care about - and yet many people find 
Christmas the most lonely time of the year. Jack Farrell asked residents: What does 


Christmas mean to you? 


Below: Shazia: 

"Christmas always involves forking 
out. I don't associate it with Christians 
so much as buying more presents and 
going through bedlam!" 


Below: Jean and Barbara: 

"We're too old to worry! It will probably 
just be a family gathering. Christmas is 
what you make it, although it can be 
lonely if you don't have kids." 


Above: Graham Cox: 

"As a postman, Christmas always 
means a lot of work for me. I'm not 
religious, so I don't subscribe to the 
Christian aspect. I have more 
sympathy in some ways with the 
pagan perspective - the sense that 
Christmas is originally a pagan 
festival that was taken over by the 
Church. As for the day itself, I like to 
spend it with family and friends." 


Right: Deonne 
(pictured with 
daughter Tayia): 
"I've got two young 
kids, so Christmas 
means spending time 
with my family. I 
enjoy doing all the 
fun Santa stuff, but it 
goes so quickly." 


Left: Carlton 
Gabbidon of 
UKdadsposse: 
"Christmas means 
no work for once! 
But I dread 
spending all that 
money. It's a time 
for meeting old 
faces. A big family 
usually means more 
stress. I'd like to 
give a shout out to 
everyone at UKdads 
and wish them a 
merry Christmas." 
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Left: Lorraine & 
grandson 
Kaishaan: 
"Christmas is just 
expense and debt. 
It's too 
commercial, and 
that puts a lot of 
pressure on 
parents and 
grandparents." 


Above: Justin Mazenengwa: 
"Christmas is a time for sharing, making 
new friends and seeing family." 


Right: Shaun: te wey 
"When we lived in "ss 
Germany, Christmas was 
Christmas. I think 
Germans are more 
family-oriented. People go 
carol-singing and 
celebrate outdoors. 
There's more tradition 
and it's not about alcohol. 
Now we're back in 
Britain, we find that we 
don't like the drinking 
culture here." 


» 
WILL U BE ALONE? 
DO THE KIDS WANT WANT WANT ? 
HAS CHRISTMAS LOST IT SPIRIT? 


KMAS DOES NOT HAWE 50 BE LIME THIS 


THE PEOPLES PEG? LE WANG TO TAKE YOU 
BACK TO KMAS WHEN AVE WERE KIDS? 


THIS XMAS YOU ‘ARE INVITED TO SPEND A 
STRESS -FREEKMAS AT |. 

BLACKBIRD LEYS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
DEC;25TH 12-6 \\\ 
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Parish Council News 


Brian Lester gives the latest news 
from the Leys Parish Council... 


Blackbird Leys Looking Back... 


LOOKING BACK IS BACK! 


Over the years many interesting events have happened in the Leys, and we want you to share your memories! 
To kick-start the looking-back column, we have Grace Tompkins, who lived on the estate when it was still 
young, in the early 60's... 


Garden of Remembrance 


THE PARISH COUNCIL have rekindled the 
"Garden of Remembrance" idea. We had a 
meeting in October with Cllrs Stuart Craft 
and Jane Lacey along with City Council 
officers to discuss this item along with the 
idea of an all-surface football pitch 
(requested by young residents) in 
Spindleberry Park. It was agreed, subject 
to another survey, that the work would be 
carried out. 


alt MOVED TO _ building site. New houses were going up __ else's pleasure. 
Blackbird Leys in to the right of the bridge. Neither the The only shops were in Sawpit Road. 
January 1961 when park, nor any of the surrounding houses The tower blocks were not yet built, nor 
Tergy. We Y= T was 17 years old. were there, so it was quite small by the shops opposite. 
We were moved comparison with what it is now. Once the bridge was finished and 
from the Barton The Church of the Holy Family had the second set of shops and the 
estate. not yet been built and services were elongated roundabout was built the bus 
There were lots of held in a wooden hut. The youth club route changed and terminated opposite 
families with babies and very young’ was also there. As I had been on the the shops where the church is now. The 
children on Blackbird Leys, which was committee of another youth club on the small numbers of people catching the 
being built as there were so many _ Sandhills estate that served Barton, bus soon got to know each other. Some 
people on the housing list. The council Risinghurst and Sandhills estates I of us knew each other from school or 
offered to pay for families with older volunteered to be on the committee for friends we had in common and we felt a 
non-school-age children to move to the the new one, which was just being set sense of camaraderie. We were the new 
Leys, as there was an imbalance of age up. The place was full to bursting with generation. 
groups there. very lively youngsters who took quite a There was a lot of hope when the 
We were told that there would lot of controlling but we made it clear estate was first built and people took a 
eventually be a cinema, swimming pool that there were rules and anyone lot of pride in it. Most people had the 
and maybe an ice rink built there. flouting those rules would soon be first home of their own and, of course; 
When I first moved there (to Blay Close) thrown out. As we were the only place they were all new which made it very 
the bus route went into the estate via they could go they caused very little special. 
Sandy Lane (I don't remember the after the first few weeks when it 
bridge being there) and I had to walk to became obvious that they could enjoy Interview by Jack Farrell 
and from there. The whole place was a_ themselves without ruining everyone 


Bull Nose Morris 50 years of the Leys 


Jack Farrell explores the history of the Rover . 
plant at Cowley and reflects on how things have BY PAUL ISAACS events. BLITZ (Blackbird 
changed. Leys IT Zone) are planning 
THE STORY OF the Leys is linked to the story of car MC) Via WU ies ultle something globally _ 
manufacturing - but how many people know that it all 50th anniversary of the Leys — ambitious: an "Email the 
began with a bicycle shop? and the plan is to extend the World" event in which users 
William Morris (Lord Nuffield) is famous as the celebrations over the whole —_contact fifty different 
founder of the Morris Motor Company, but his first job of 2007. Leys community countries to tell them about 
when he left school at 15 was as apprentice to a local groups are therefore being Our anniversary. Residents 
bicycle seller and repairer. Less than a year later he asked to eS up with ‘i can also look forward to an 
opened his own bicycle shop, manufacturing as well as nlinianittin OF ONE EpeKcle Art Week organised by BLAG 
repairing them. In 1901 he began to work with event/activity that can be (Blackbird Leys Art Group) 
motorcycles, designing the Morris Motor Cycle. part of the year-long 50th and a concert by our very 
From motorcycles it was just a small step to cars. anniversary celebrations. own Leys Choir (formerly 
His first design was the Bull Nose Morris, which later The ambitious aim is for —_Ivor's Choir). Other exciting 
had a Leys pub named after it. He began there to be 50 special events include a firework 
manufacturing it at a disused military training college Cee ACHES eae ae display and a Christmas 
in Cowley and rapidly expanded to other sites. By throughout - By asking lights competition. 


1925, sales of the Bull Nose accounted for nearly half groups to ‘contribute’ one , 
of the British market. activity or event, the costs Leys News will be reporting 


The full details of the business manoeuvres that will therefore be on all the 50th anniversary 


have occurred since those days are too numerous and ial ccinoras 2 : events - and, more 
confusing to list here. As almost all Leys residents number or community importantly, giving you news 
know, the story so far ends with BMW Group Plant groups have already risen to of them before they happen 
Oxford, who now occupy the site and are one of the the challenge and come up so you can get involved. 


area's biggest employers. with tentative plans for 


There was also a request for barriers to be 
erected in the entrances of the parking 
bays in Knights Road. Everyone was in 
agreement that these barriers should be 
put up to secure residents' parking 
provisions. The signage for parking 
restrictions on Sunday's car boot sales 
was also asked for as the County now 
agree with what we've been saying for 
years: that this is an event, so therefore 
covered under these provisions. 

The new lights in Blackbird Leys Park 
are now completed after a wait of nearly 
two years. The cost for these lights were 
met by the Parish Council. It is hoped 
that this will lead to the reduction in anti- 
social behaviour and make it feel safer for 
those using the park and carpark in 
Cuddesdon Way. 


Litter Campaign 

We are still continuing with the "Keep 
Blackbird Leys Litter Free" campaign and 
hope that residents continue to do their 
bit. We would like to congratulate all of 
the residents who took part in the recent 
clean-up day on Greater Leys. Itis a 
statement made by them that 'we don't 
want this rubbish spoiling our 
neighbourhood’. Well done! 

It is believed that Blackbird Leys will 
follow North Oxford in the introduction of 
"wheelie bins". It is up to residents to do 
their bit and if necessary inform the 
Council of their personal problems in 
coping with this. If you have a problem 
with household refuse or recycling, you 
should complain using the council's City 
Works number: 01865 252900. If you 
don't complain, the Council will think that 
there are no problems and that everything 
is hunky-dory. 


50 years of the Leys 

Next year we will be celebrating 50 years 
of the Leys and the Parish Council are 
looking for ideas from residents. The 
celebrations will include everyone who 


= a = 
lives in the Leys area. Don't be fobbed off Livi n g | n Lo n d oO n BY KOHINOOR SAHOTA 


with the idea that "Greater Leys are not 


included". You are, so let your voice be London is expensive. I'm not talking Thus began the war, me against the ants. Tears, nightmares, and a can of ant 
heard! about spending £17.50 for a film in Regardless of being a girl, and having powder later the potential of seeing the 

Leicester Square, £35 on afternoon tea the right to be afraid of creepy crawlies, creatures in my room again led me to 
It is hoped that the community website in the Ritz, or even £6,000 for a night at I have to clarify that these are not spend more time on the streets of 
will be operational in January 2007. It is Langham Hotel. Even living in student normal insects. These are a red-coloured London. I gradually realised how great 
currently being reworked and modified. All accommodation can set you back more scary-species from Egypt with a name_ the city can be, even on the cheap side. 
organisations/groups that are currently in than you imagine. Despite what the just as intimidating, Pharaoh Ants. In the space of one week I found myself 
The Leys Community Handbook will have government says, surviving on a student Complaining to the student accom- going to a swanky journalism party at 
a web page and any other groups or loan is impossible - since the £5,000 that modation office proved unsuccessful. UCL with the likes of former Guardian 
organisations on the estate can ask for a I am given does not even cover my editor Michael White present, rocking to 


web page. These will be listed on the year's rent! 
website and advice will be available I am used to moaning about the rise 
regarding updating pages, etc. If your in the bus fare from Blackbird Leys to 
group wish to be included please leave City Centre, but here a single ride on the 
your contact name and telephone number tube is £3. What's worse is when the 
at the Blitz IT Hub. costs start adding up: buying food on a 
We are very pleased that the Dunnock Friday night because hall food didn't look 
Way stream has finally been piped and edible, or joining the gym, because 
covered. It has taken many months for running outside turns into a race for your 
the Parish Council in conjunction with City life from oncoming traffic! while. It got me thinking how im- 
Works and Parks to persuade the The glamorous side of London pressive they are when they work 
Environment Agency to give permission seemed squashed. As I was studying one After plucking up the courage each day together. Walking passed other 
for this work to be carried out. It is hoped night, reading about Shakespeare's to say, 'I wouldn't have moved into the Londoner's and the Houses of Parliament 
that a wildlife area can be established London in 1666, I saw it, an ant. I made _ room had I known there would be ants...'. on November 5th, a date that marks the 
here. the fatal mistake of killing it; apparently A woman named Edna, who has been prevention of one of the greatest 
The PCT have finally put up signs you should never do this as its comrades deemed a student hater, then cuts me terrorist attacks some four-hundred 
showing the direction of the Health in the nest can trace back to its scent. off. She turns to her colleagues and years ago, I realise that it is no longer 
Centre. Small but at least they're signs. So, I soon found myself with an entire shouts, ‘She's complaining about the about my room being home. The whole 
army marching in line into my room. ants again!’ of London is my home. 


the sounds of The Feeling in Shepherd's 
Bush, then doing Dandia (stick-dancing) 
and bhangra at ULU in the run up to 
Diwali. And it was all thanks to my 
University. Grand total? A fiver! 

Even though money expenditure was 
low, energy expenditure was_ high. 
Recovering in my room the week after, I 
noticed that I had not seen an ant for a 
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Shoulder Pain 


The shoulder is the most flexible joint we have. Consequently it is very easily damaged leading to 
sleep disruption and dramatically affecting our work and social activities. Dr Barry Harker, Leys 
Health Centre Osteopath, describes some common causes. 


THERE ARE ACTUALLY two 
separate joints in each 
shoulder, supported by a 
complex arrangement of 
muscles, tendons and 
ligaments. All of these are 
susceptible to injury. To 
complicate matters further, 
pain from a damaged 
shoulder may radiate out to 
involve other areas such as 
the neck and upper arm, 
whilst problems in other 
important areas (for 
instance the neck, heart, 
lungs and gall-bladder) 
cause "referred" pain felt 
around the shoulder. Some 
of these other diseases are 
serious, even life 
threatening, and must be 
carefully eliminated in 
reaching a diagnosis, 
underlining the importance 
of seeking early help from 
an expert. 

Surprisingly for such a 
mobile joint the shoulder is 
not especially prone to 
Osteoarthritis ('Wear-and- 
Tear’ arthritis) unless 
previously damaged by 
some major injury. On the 


other hand it is commonly 
attacked by Rheumatoid 
Arthritis, a rarer but much 
more devastating condition. 
In this disease the body 
mistakes its own tissues for 
invading micro-organisms 
and attacks them with 
powerful antibodies. Joints, 
tendons, blood vessels, 
lungs and heart can all be 
affected - sometimes with 
fatal results. Naturally, this 
needs to be ruled out at an 
early stage as it must be 
treated urgently by medical 
specialists. 

Far more common and 
more easily treated causes 
of shoulder pain are Frozen 
Shoulder and Impingement 
Syndrome - I see several of 
these cases every week. 
Like all major joints the 
shoulder is enclosed within a 
delicate fibrous membrane - 
the joint capsule. In Frozen 
Shoulder this becomes 
thickened and inflamed. 
Movement in any direction is 
extremely painful and the 
joint effectively seizes up 
(hence the name). In two or 


35TH OXFORD SCOUT GROUP 


Roman racing and an eggstravaganza 


On October 20, Cubs and Scouts went off to camp at Youlbury Scout Camp, Boars Hill, Oxford. 


THE CUBS WERE finding out about 
the Romans: what they did, what 
they ate, what games and sports 
they played and what life was like for 


a Gladiator. 


Cubs also made mini mosaics and 
tried their hand at dyeing some 
clothes purple, which is what the 
Romans did to their togas to show off 
their wealth. They had a table-based 
chariot race, using dice to decide how 
far each chariot moved, with the 


STOCKS & SWEETS FOR SCOUTS 


ON SATURDAY 23RD 


September the 35th Oxford 


Scout Group held an 
Autumn Fete at their 
headquarters in Sandy 
Lane. It was held to raise 


(ee 


more years it may settle 
down but many require 
surgery. Osteopathy can 
reduce the suffering to just 
a few weeks and life usually 
returns to normal, avoiding 
the need for injections or 
the surgeon's knife! 
Impingement is where 
one of the important 
tendons providing stability 
to this highly mobile joint 
starts to rub against the 
narrow bony tunnel through 
which it passes. Then a 
vicious circle develops: like 
all damaged tissues the 
tendon becomes inflamed 
and swollen. The enlarged 
tendon now rubs even more 
on the tunnel walls leading 
to yet more swelling and 
inflammation, even more 
tendon damage, and so on. 
This is obviously unlikely to 
cure itself. Steroid injections 
directly into the joint can 
sometimes help but 
eventually surgery may be 
required. Simple, painless 
osteopathic treatment, on 
the other hand, can often 
solve the problem in just a 


winning team getting Roman coins end. 
(chocolate) as a prize. 

The Scouts camp was an 
EggStravaganza with various 
challenges involving eggs. These 
included throwing an egg over 20 
feet into the air without any 
protection and getting it to land 
without breaking; also making a 
contraption to carry an egg along a 
zip wire which would then 
automatically drop the egg at the 


Oh. 


Dr Barry Harker 


few weeks - without any of 
these drastic measures. 

Other diseases affect the 
shoulder - some serious, 
others less so. The take- 
home message is simple - 
you can't afford to ignore 
shoulder pain. Get it 
checked out by a doctor or 
osteopath as quickly as 
possible. You could avoid a 
great deal of unnecessary 
pain, sleepless nights and 
loss of earnings. It might 
even save your life! 


During the camp they all had a go 
at archery, with the challenge to win 
a prize if they hit the bull’s-eye on 
the target. They also scaled the 
climbing wall, the highest part of 
which is over 30 feet tall. 

The camp was a great success 
with everyone going home happy and 
tired! Especially the Leaders. 


How the kids saw it 


My dad (Baloo) was put in the stocks 
and I (Beth) was running the ‘wine 
and water’ or ‘fizzy and flat’ stall. You 
had to be an adult to play ‘wine and 
water’ or have an adult with you. 


funds to help towards 
buying much needed 
equipment. 

There were many stalls 
laid out in a circle so that 
people could walk around 
and visit each stall. On one 
stall was a lady painting 
the faces of the children as 
pirates. Then they could go 
to the stall next door to 
make a pirate hat. There 
was a big raffle consisting 
of 22 prizes, which had 
been donated by parents, 


Duncan Bowler gets revenge on 
daughter Bethany! 


Picture: Roy Simmonds 


local shops and businesses in the area. There were hot dogs, tea, coffee 
and other refreshments on sale. The children could also buy sweets from 
some other stalls. The main attraction was when one of the scout leaders 
went into the stocks and had wet sponges and custard pies thrown at 
them. As things were closing down the children were allowed to go into 
the stocks, so revenge was sweet. It was good fun, with wet clothes and 


sticky faces. 


The fete seemed to be a great success and hopefully raised a lot of 


money. 


There were other tables with things to 
do, like hook-a-duck, teddy tombola, 
pirate island, soak someone in the 
stocks, make your own pirate hat and 
face painting. 

There was a raffle and there were 
lots of prizes to win. My friend 
Shannon and I had lots of fun. The 
fete was for anyone to come along 
and have fun, even throw custard pies 
at my dad in the stocks. All the people 
helping were representing Scouts, 
Cubs and Beavers. 

The money raised is helping 
towards our building repair fund. We 
raised nearly £400 at the fete. 

Shannon won six tickets to the 
greyhound stadium. She was very 
pleased. 


By Bethany Bowler (aged 9) and 
Shannon Brookes (aged 11). 
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Green Fingers 


Autumn Planting 


HOPEFULLY YOU HAVE all enjoyed the rich 
splash of seasonal colour this Autumn has 
given us! 

The season of Autumn is a period of 
huge change in the horticultural world. It 
indicates to us that the growing season is 
in its final days. More importantly though, 
it is a reminder that the new growing 
season starts immediately after. Not after 
Christmas, as some of us more lazy 
gardeners fool ourselves into thinking. 

For it is as soon as the last leaves 
have fallen that the ground is cleared and 
dug in readiness for next year's crops and 
flowers. 

Plants, during Autumn, transform into 
a fiery spectacle as their leaves take on 
the rich colours of the season, prior to 
falling and leaving the parent plants 
naked - which in itself can cause 
interesting effects during those winter 
months that seem to be endless. 

Having been inspired by this Autumn 
colour, now is the time to choose some 
new plants for your garden, particularly 
ones with a wonderful Autumn colour 
display, as well as those that produce 


‘berried treasure’. 

By this I mean the range of trees and 
shrubs with attractive berries. These are 
not only attractive to gardeners but also 
to wildlife. Holly, Crab Apple, Cotoneaster 
and Mountain Ash varieties usually are 
laden with heavy crops of berries and fruit 
each Autumn. 

These will often hang on long after 
leaf fall, extending the season of their 
enjoyment. Berries are a rich source of 
food for wild birds such as blackbirds and 
thrushes and their visiting cousins from 
the north, fieldfares and redwings. Or 
maybe even the rarer waxwings! Your 
garden could make the difference between 
a bird surviving or perishing in the winter 
cold. 

If the ground is wet and cold once 
Autumn has finished, and you have been 
inspired enough to choose your own 
plants to expand your Autumn display. 
Whatever you do, don't rush out there 
and immediately buy your plants from the 
garden centre. You may well have to 
delay the planting process until things 
warm up again in Spring. 

Although Autumn is the best period for 
planting, if it is left too late, you will 
merely lose your new plants to wind, rain 
or cold if they don't have time to establish 
before the bad weather sets in. 

If planting isn't suitable, keep a note 
of all the plants you have seen that you 
may like to add to your own collection. 
Perhaps then spend those cold winter 
months looking through your gardening 
books and visiting some garden centres 
for ideas of other additions you could 
make to your garden, making it inviting 
and enjoyable for longer in future years. 

That is, once you have dug, 
composted and prepared your ground so 
you are ready for the new burst of activity 
that comes with every spring. Get the 
hard work done now, and see the benefits 
next spring when the soil is perfect for 
planting into. 


Happy Gardening. 
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While Leys News devotes some of this issue to commemorate Black History Month, not everyone agrees that we should be joining the 
party. IWCA Councillor, Stuart Craft, believes that it is time to pull the plug on publicly funded celebrations of ethnic differences. Here 
Stuart argues that those who claim to oppose the white nationalism of groups such as the BNP, while promoting the political strategy of 
multiculturalism and black nationalism, are hypocrites playing a dangerous game. 


A GENERATION AGO, working class activists 
addressing the propaganda of the far-right 
had one major advantage - that most of this 
propaganda, such as statements about non- 
whites receiving special treatment, was 
nothing more than the wishful thinking of 
those desperate for any justification for a 
race war. Today things are not so 
straightforward. With all the main political 
parties committed to a political strategy of 
divisive multiculturalism, which has seen a 
dramatic increase in the number of religious 
schools, segregated housing and youth 
clubs, the fascists at last have something 
concrete on which to base their ultra- 
conservative, political propaganda. And 
with 55 councillors at the last count, at least 
one party - the BNP - has not been shy to 
exploit this gift-wrapped new opportunity. 

Those who are tempted to believe there 
is no cause for alarm in Oxford should think 
again. The African Caribbean Youth Project 
and Asian Young Men's Youth Project in 
Blackbird Leys and Rose Hill respectively, 
were set up with local government funds. 
Recently the city council considered 
financing exclusive free swimming for 
‘Muslim’ mothers at Hinksey Pool. There 
are plans to turn Peers School into a Church 
of England-backed Academy, which is likely 
to open the door to more ‘faith schools' 
across the city. And only last week, 
Oxford's South-West Area Committee 
discussed separate housing for 'Black and 
Minority Ethnic People’. 

If the far right had made any of this up 
only a handful of years ago, they would 
have been accused of being racist 
scaremongers, but those making such 
accusations now find themselves on shifting 
sand. Welcome to Blair and Brown's 
Britain. 

With the general reduction in the 
allocation of government/council funds to 
the working class (regardless of 
background), the political strategy of 
multiculturalism plays an important role. 
By encouraging people to exaggerate their 
cultural differences in order to 'win' funding 
for youth clubs/schools/housing etc, 
potential allies are dissuaded from working 
together for the common good, while 
middle class careerists from ethnic minority 
backgrounds are_ placated through 
potentially lucrative positions within the 
‘race relations industry' and through a 
myriad of state funded separatist projects 
across the country. 

Yet in real terms (and especially in the 
context of what has been lost through the 
clawing back of universal gains over the last 


JAMBORAY - The Place to Play in Oxford! 


Jamboray, a brand new concept in indoor activities for children, is now open at the Ozone Leisure Park. 
Jamboray is different compared to other indoor play centres because a great deal of thought has gone 
into creating a comfortable and inviting atmosphere with excellent facilities for the parents as well as the 
children. Jamboray offers high quality catering, free daily papers and magazines, stylish seating areas 
and air conditioning. Parents can relax with a fresh coffee or enjoy lunch while the children play to their 


hearts’ content. 


For children, Jamboray offers seven exciting zones; the Discovery Zone, a revolutionary water and 
sand play structure; the Arts and Crafts Zone, where they can enjoy getting messy and creative; the 
Toddler Zone, a soft play area for the under-threes; the Play and Bounce Zone, a state-of-the-art soft 
play structure for three to ten year olds; the Let's Pretend Zone where the children can enjoy dressing 
up, play houses, shops, and much more; The Sports Zone for football and basketball, and finally the 


25 years) these schemes benefit working 
class ethnic minorities very little. 
Inevitably, it also encourages resentment 
not just within the majority white working 
class, who understandably feel aggrieved at 
the injustice of racialised funding from 
which they are excluded, but also amongst 
different minority groups battling each 
other over funds. 

In the confusion created by this complex 
situation, most overlook the fact that the 
slice of the pie that the working class 
receive, across the board, continues to be 
reduced at an alarming rate. Yet this (from 
the establishment's point of view) is the 
whole point. The promotion of 
multiculturalism was never intended as a 
stepping-stone to universal social justice - 
but as a replacement for it. 

Constructive criticism of multi- 
culturalism is nothing new. As far back as 
the late 1960's, across the Atlantic, The 
Black Panther Party for Self Defence had 
come to the conclusion that multiculturalism 
was a deliberate strategy devised to 
undermine pro-working class politics. The 
panthers believed that, 'those who want to 
obscure the struggle with ethnic differences 
are the ones who are aiding and 
maintaining the exploitation of the masses 
of the people'.When an article by the Africa 
Research Group titled ‘The CIA as an Equal 
Opportunity Employer’ appeared in 1969 in 
Ramparts magazine presenting convincing 
evidence that ‘the CIA has promoted black 
cultural nationalism to reinforce neo- 
colonialism in Africa,’ it was reprinted in the 
Black Panther newspaper to support the 
analysis that similar tactics were being 
employed closer to home. 

The Black Panthers recognised what 
they called ‘Black Cultural Nationalism’ as a 
tool created by the establishment to 
undermine the organised working class. 
The party’s co-founder, Bobby Seale, 
attacked the cultural nationalists on many 
occasions: ‘Cultural nationalism sees the 
white man as the oppressor and makes no 
distinction between racist whites and non- 
racist whites, as the Panthers do. The 
cultural nationalists say that a black man 
cannot be an enemy of the black people, 
while the Panthers believe that black 
capitalists are exploiters and oppressors’. 
Again: ‘The ruling class and their running 
dogs, their lackeys, their bootlickers, their 
Toms and their black racists, their cultural 
nationalists - they're all the running dogs of 
the ruling class. These are the ones who 
help to maintain and aid the power 
structure by perpetuating their racist 


Studio Zone where a wide selection of workshops are run. 


Jamboray offers a special Late Deal after 4:00pm during the week for children who live locally and 
want to play and then have tea after school. They also have two party rooms that can be hired for all 


inclusive private parties. 


Jamboray also offers a créche which is fully Ofsted inspected, where parents can leave children aged 


3 months to 8 years knowing that they will be cared for in a safe environment. 


Father Christmas will be visiting Jamboray in December, arriving on 2nd December at 3pm. He will be 
meeting children every weekend up until Christmas, and every day for the week before Christmas. 


For more information please call 01865 712 846, email oxford@jamboray.co.uk or visit 
www.jamboray.co.uk. 


attitudes and using racism as a means to 
divide the people.’ 

That Bobby Seale’s criticisms of the 
political strategy of multiculturalism —- jive 
talk aside - are as relevant today as when 
first applied in the USA, nearly four decades 
ago, is depressingly self evident and 
indicates the level of success that the ruling 
establishment has had in applying the 
politics of their American cousins to the UK. 

Racial nationalism is dangerous in all its 
forms, most notably when adopted by the 
largest ethnic group. In theory this means 
that a minority black nationalism is less 
dangerous in this country than white 
nationalism. 

However, minority black nationalism can 
easily feed majority white nationalism. By 
playing up injustices, whether real or 
constructed, and more importantly by 
attempting to place the blame squarely on 
the ‘opposite national’ or racial group, 
minority nationalists can easily stoke up the 
kind of resentment that pushes people (and 
not just white people) towards the BNP. 

Another danger of racial nationalism is 
the appropriation of role models based 
solely on their ethnic group. Only a racist 
would deny that this country has produced, 
and continues to produce great black men 
and women, but as is the case across the 
board, their greatness is not by virtue of 
their skin colour. If, however, we are 
looking for a role model in British history, 
who happens to have been black, a role 
model who believed that class, not race, is 
the main fault line in British society we 
could do worse than single out William 
Cuffay - who has all too often been 
airbrushed out of history by the supporters 
of multiculturalism and Black Nationalism. 

Alongside Irishman Fergus O'Connor, 
Cuffay was leader of the ‘physical force’ 
wing of the British Chartist movement in the 
1840's. The Chartists were Britain's first 
major working class movement of the 
industrial age, so- called because they 
campaigned for a charter of human rights 
including the right of working class people 
to vote. Cuffay, a tailor by trade and son 
of a freed slave, was respected as a leader 
by his almost exclusively white working 
class peers, regardless his skin colour. This 
respect was not inspired by liberal tokenism 
but because he was best man for the job 
and led to his election first to the five-man 
National Executive of the Chartists and later 
to the role of President of the London 
Chartists. William Cuffay's prominence at 
the forefront of the Chartists can be seen in 
the tone of newspaper accounts of the time, 


Witney as normal. 


which positioned him as leader of the 
movement. The Times went as far as to 
describe militants in London as 'the black 
man and his party’. 

As part of a sustained attack on the 
Chartist movement by the establishment, 
which included violent police disruption of 
Chartist meetings, black propaganda, 
summary arrests and the destruction of 
property and offices, Cuffay was eventually 
set up by a Government spy, arrested and 
convicted of 'Conspiracy to levy war against 
Her Majesty’. He was sentenced to 
transportation to Tasmania in the summer 
of 1848 where he spent the rest of his life. 
When sentence was passed Cuffay defiantly 
stated: 

'I say you have no right to sentence me. 
Although the trial has lasted a long time, it 
has not been a fair trial, and my request to 
have a fair trial - to be tried by my equals - 
has not been complied with. Everything has 
been done to raise a prejudice against me, 
and the press of this country - and I believe 
of other countries too - has done all in its 
power to smother me with ridicule. I ask no 
pity. I ask no mercy. I expected to be 
convicted, and I did not think anything else. 
No, I pity the Government, and I pity the 
Attorney General for convicting me by 
means of such base characters. The 
Attorney General ought to be called the Spy 
General. I am not anxious for martyrdom, 
but after what I have endured this week, I 
feel that I could bear any punishment 
proudly, even to the scaffold.' 

We are lucky enough to live in England 
at a time when we have neither 
transportation to Australia nor the scaffold 
as punishment for having the audacity to 
stand up for working class interests. 

Nonetheless, the militant working class 
can still expect to see underhand methods 
employed against it, one of which is the well 
worn tactic of divide and rule. 

While the study of any area of history is 
worthwhile in itself, it is particularly urgent, 
at a time when our communities come 
under threat - from_ the _ political 
establishment as well as white and ethnic 
minority nationalists - that we take heed of 
the rich history of militant working class 
struggle for equality and justice for all. 


Note: Sections of this article have been 
removed for reasons of space. The 
unedited version appears on the 
Independent Working Class Association 
website at www.bliwca.fsnet.co.uk 


Family planning on the move 


THE ALEC TURNBULL Family Planning Clinic is moving to the 
former Blackbird Leys Health Centre building in Blackbird Leys 
Road, Cowley on 7th December 2006. The move has been 
prompted by the closure of the Radcliffe Infirmary which is due 
to be redeveloped by the University of Oxford. All health services 
are being moved off the site by the end of this year. 

In the week leading up to the move to Blackbird Leys, the 
Alec Turnbull Clinic will operate an emergency service and staff 
will be available if immediate advice and help is needed about 
contraception issues. The clinic telephone number will remain the 
same: 01865 456666. 

The move to Blackbird Leys will be a temporary measure 
prior to the clinic's expected move to Raglan House, 23 Between 
Towns Road, Cowley, in the Spring. 

The Oxfordshire family planning service, run by Oxfordshire 
PCT sees around 17,000 patients a year at the main Alec 
Turnbull Clinic and at satellite clinics in eight other towns across 
the county. The clinics offer contraceptive advice and supplies 
and time to talk, particularly around sensitive issues like sexually 
transmitted diseases and pregnancy. 

The satellite clinics will continue to run sessions in Abingdon, 
Banbury, Bicester, Didcot, Kidlington, Thame, Wantage and 
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LEYS SCHOOLS ARE GROWING STRONG 


Three Leys schools received Allotment Association awards at a prize-giving ceremony on Tuesday, 23rd October. 


BY ROY SIMMONDS 


Rebecca and Thomas Johnston of Pegasus School with the Lord Mayor 


WINDALE COMMUNITY PRIMARY 
School, Pegasus Primary School 


traditional classroom environment." 


Children are growing their own vegetables, gathering 


award. "I'm happy to be here," said Rebecca Johnston, 
nine, who attended the prize-giving with her brother 
Thomas. "I like the allotment because you get to see how 
things grow. We've grown potatoes, leeks, swedes, 
parsnips, Brussels sprouts, courgettes, pumpkins and 
sunflowers." 

The children from Pegasus School have been visiting 
the allotment for a whole year: after school in summer and 
on Saturday mornings in winter. 

The Allotment Association awards were presented by 
the Lord Mayor of Oxford, Councillor Bob Price, who joked, 
"There's no chance of my winning a certificate!" 

Cllr Price went on to emphasise the importance of 
getting young people involved in allotments, extending a 
warm welcome to representatives of the three Leys schools 
present. 

This year has been difficult for Oxford's allotment 
growers, who have coped with the hottest July on record 
followed by the coldest August on record, as well as local 
flooding. 


Pictures: Roy Simmonds. 


and Peers Technical College all received Outstanding Effort 
certificates in the Judges' Special Award 2006. 

Jo Pay, teaching assistant and allotment coordinator at 
Windale School, explained why the school's allotment 
programme is so important. "Children are learning regular 
skills through working on the allotment. It is important, 
especially for children who don't respond well to a 


them and selling them at the school fete, which means 
learning everything from biology to maths. Mrs Pay adds: 
"They also learn life skills such as how to cope with 
disappointment." 
Windale School gained the allotment, at the bottom of 
Knights Road, when they outgrew the school garden. 
Pegasus School were also very pleased with their 


—_ 
Michael Lally and Rebecka Kemae of Windale School 


Leys Schools are Great Schools! 


THERE ARE NOW three different projects working 
together to ensure that there is a great start for 
young children living on the Leys. People too 
often focus on the problems and the difficulties. 
Like everywhere, there are situations which are 
distressing, making life difficult for parents and 
children alike, however there is also some good 
news! 

There are three Children's Centres developing 
on the Leys. Cuddesdon Corner is officially a 
Children's Centre. Pegasus and Windale are 
developing a variety of services and the three 
centres are working closely together. 

Families tell us that it's helpful if they can find 
out what's going on, from all the different 
services. Here is an example, when a parent 
goes the health visitor drop- in (which runs at 
the Cuddesdon Corner Centre on a Thursday 
morning), it's a good chance to see what else 
happens there. Health visitors know how to get 
in touch with other services (such as outreach 
workers or the speech and language service). 
This means families don't have to keep telling 
their story over and over again. 

Families are often surprised by how much is 
happening on the estate. Soon they begin to join 
in different activities and to make friends. 
Parents are often relieved to know there is 
somewhere to go which is friendly for children 
and which has interesting things for children to 
do. In this way, families who are new to the 
estate begin to feel a sense of belonging. 

Families might have felt very isolated and 
alone due to depression or personal difficulties. 
Meeting other parents can share the burden and 


share the joys too! 

We wonder how many people know that Leys 
schools are great schools. In the past, over the 
last 10 years or so, there has always been a 
school in special measures, and so many families 
took their children off the Leys. The Leys schools 
are all out of special measures and we are lucky 
to have very dedicated and talented 
headteachers on this estate. 

There are many advantages for young 
children, as well as parents, when children go to 
school in the local area. Children have playmates 
and there is less stress caused by traffic jams 
and delays. After-school activities can be more 
easily managed. And there are a lot of projects 
which are working closely with Leys schools - 
Children's Centres, The Leys Learning Community 
and the work of the Extended School, all work 
towards common outcomes. This means we are 
not duplicating, but rather, we are working 
together to plan new services. 

We are listening to what parents have to tell 
us about the way they'd like to see services 
organised. We are able to find out from parents 
who don't usually get involved, what they'd like 
(Wo) GEE. 

Exciting new things are happening such as: 
Baby café - starting in February at Pegasus 
Children's Centre; a lending and recycling centre 
- starting in January at Windale Children's 
Centre; and a brand new 'Families for Health' 
Parenting Course at Cuddesdon Corner in 
February. 

Jenny Martin 


Shepherds Hill Pre-School 


BY JO ROONEY] The Shepherds Hill Pre-School has been 
running for eleven years. Originally it was 
held on a bus and then later it moved to the Dovecote Centre 
in Nightingale Avenue. Since September ist of this year, its 
current home is at Windale Community Primary School. 

The pre school is based in two classrooms at the back of the 
school and has a large outdoor area. The children take part in a 
variety of activities to help their development. Every 
Wednesday half of the children in the group go up to the local 
woods and spend a session learning about the environment in 
which we live. 

From November, the staff have started a wrap-around care 
which means that the pre-school children have the opportunity 
to stay at the Pre-School from 8am - 6pm (in term time only). 
This has been introduced as a part of the Windale Children's 
Centre initiative. 

The children take part in lots of different activities to help 
their learning, for example a party to celebrate Eid and 
Halloween and the Christmas nativity plays, which was shown 
to local people and the children's parents. 

Recently, the Pre-School has been given a grant by OCHA 
(Oxford Citizen's Housing Association) for £470.00. With this 
grant the school purchased three pergolas. The children and 
staff were very thankful, as now they can spend time outside 
and not get wet from the rain and snow. 
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Local writer Frank Isahak 


I WAS BROUGHT up in British Guyana in 
a culture that revered Britain. Queen 
Elizabeth II was our head of state and we 
were brought up on a diet of Anglophilia. 
The history we learnt at school was 
British history, and we sang patriotic 
English songs, like "There'll always be an 
England" and "Let your voices mingle". 
Shortly after I matriculated from high 
school, we were bombarded with 
propaganda from the country we all 
revered so much. There were posters 
saying, "England needs you!". We were 
told that England desperately needed us 
to help rebuild the country, that the 
streets of London were paved with gold. 
Going to England seemed like my chance 


to help this wonderful country and do 
well in life. 

So I headed to England when I was in 
my early twenties. I was well educated, 
but had given up my chance of university 
in order to go to England. 

When I arrived, it was a shock. I was 
treated with no respect. My first job was 
digging holes in the road. But the 
problem wasn't the hard work - it was 
the racist attitudes of the people I 
encountered. People would stare and 
whisper when I walked into a room. 
Sometimes they would even rub my skin 
to see if the colour would come off. It 
was hard. But people's attitudes 
motivated me. I would still be digging 
holes in the road if it wasn't for 
xenophobia. I knew I was better 
educated and had higher morals than 
these people, and I was determined to 
prove it. 

British Telecom promoted me from 
digging holes to laying the cables in the 
holes. Slowly I worked my way up the 
ladder and became a technical officer. 
British Telecom paid for me to study for a 
City & Guilds qualification. But 
the racism didn't stop when I 
got a better job. When I was 
finally promoted, it was 
alongside a lot of useless people 
who didn't have anything like 
my knowledge and had to keep 
asking me for help. But they 
were white and that's all that 
mattered. 

I haven't travelled much 
within the UK because I have 
been trying so hard to settle in 
the community here. I married 
an English wife, Deanna, who is 
one of my biggest inspirations. 
We have two children and two 


STREETS PAVED WITH GOLD? 


Countless people in the UK joined in October's celebrations for Black History Month, but not everybody sees the history of black people in this country as 
something to celebrate. Here writer Frank Isahak tells his story. 


grandchildren. We paid for our children to 
go to private schools so that they 
wouldn't feel the effects of racism as I 
have, and I think it was the right 
decision. Now both our children run their 
own successful businesses. 

As well as all the hard work, I found 
time to run the Caribbean Cricket Club. 
Most of the players were from the Leys 
and we were a great side. I also tried my 
hand at running a pop group, Cool 
Pepper, with people from the Leys. We 
were a really good band - actually too 
good. We had to stop playing because 
concentrating on the music would have 
jeopardised our other jobs. I couldn't risk 
embarking on music as a career with a 
mortgage and family to think of. 

I'm 75 now and I've lived in England 
much longer than anywhere else. I've 
had a successful 35-year career with BT, 
married an English woman and had two 
children. But I still feel the effects of 
racism every day. It's more cleverly 
covered up, but I think it's ingrained in 
British culture. For example, people who 
talk to me on the phone have no trouble 


Indies and its contribution to Britain 


Picture: Kate Griffin 


Mrs Kelly, Mr Perdy, Mrs Reid, Mrs Meade and George 
Marshall stand in front of a banner celebrating the West 


understanding me, although sometimes 
they think from my accent that I'm 
Welsh! But people who meet me face-to- 
face often pretend they can't understand 
what I'm saying because of the colour of 
my skin. So I'm ambivalent about the 
improvement in society. West Indians are 
famous for their sense of humour, but I 
think it's a tool of survival. They're laid 
back because they can't lay anywhere 
else! 

However, I believe that life is less 
about what you experience and more 
about how you respond to it and learn 
from it. I've always loved poetry - it's 
part of the culture back home in Guyana. 
But being in Britain gave my rhyming a 
point. My poetry suddenly had a stronger 
message. I'm determined to challenge 
racist attitudes and also to tell the story 
of what happened to West Indians. We're 
probably the most significant immigrant 
group here since the Normans, but our 
story is not being told fully. I think that's 
because people are afraid or ashamed to 
admit how badly they have been treated 
- they think it reflects on them. But I am 
determined to speak out. The songs I 
sang in my youth have a different 
resonance for me in the light of my 
experience. 


Let your voices mingle 

Lift your heads and sing 
God save Great Britain, 

and God save Britain's King. 


Frank Isahak is currently seeking a 
publisher for his book, which tells 
the story of the West Indian 
diaspora through poetry and prose. 
Any interested publishers should 
contact him c/o Leys News. 


Criminal 
Litigation 
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SOLICITORS 


SPECIALISTS IN CRIMINAL LAW 


1 Cambridge Terrace, Oxford, OX1 1RR 
(Located next door to the Magistrates Court) 


Tel. 01865 260230. 24hr N2 07900 901 318 


GIVE US A RING OR JUST DROP IN 
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Criminal 
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Allotment triumph for Leys gardener 


A LEYS RESIDENT won three 
prestigious Allotment 
Association awards at the 
ceremony on 23rd October. 

Mrs Margaret Martin, of 
Merlin Road, won a silver 
award for outstanding effort 
in the Challenge Trophy, a 
silver for outstanding effort 
in the Standisford Shield and 
a bronze (narrowly missing 
silver) for outstanding effort 
in the senior citizen age 
group. 

Mrs Martin has been an 
allotment gardener for 40 
years. 

Reg Curnock, secretary 
of Blackbird Leys Allotments, 
told Leys News that there 
are currently some spaces 
available at the Kestrel - 
Crescent allotment on the ’ dA 
Leys. Anyone interested 
should ring 01865 454524. 


Mrs Martin with husband Cyril, also a keen allotment gardener. They have 
been married for 52 years. 


THE PATHWAY WORKSHOP APPEAL 


THE PATHWAY WORKSHOP in Dunnock Way Blackbird Ley's has been operating for nine years. Unfortunately on Friday 15th December 2006 
the Blackbird Bonanza will be closing for good, but in its place there will be a replacement called Cashcascade which will be offering larger 
sums of money to be won every week. It still benefits the Pathway Workshop, the local charity on the estate. So don't miss out on the big prize 
of up to £50,000. Please fill in the form today. 

The aim is to recruit 1,500 members by October of next year. If we do, for every 500 members a new person can be given the opportunity 
to be employed by the Pathway Workshop. This is open to all, not just Blackbird Leys or Greater Leys people. The people that are already in 
the Blackbird Bonanza can buy them from their collector until it closes. The staff and the collectors cannot emphasise enough their gratitude to 
all who have stood by the Bonanza over the last nine years. Thank you again. 


Direct Debit Guarantee 

1. This guarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Societies that take part 
in the Direct Debit Scheme. The efficiency and security of the Scheme is 
monitored and protected by your own Bank or Building Society. 

2. If the amounts to be paid or the payment dates change, Cashcascade will 
notify you 10 working days in advance of your account being debited or as 
otherwise agreed. 


Please retain this guarantee. 

For processing your Cashcascade® entry and identifying winning numbers, 
your details and selected numbers are processed by 121 Fundraising Limited 
in its Cashcascade® database. Direct Debit payments will be managed by 
Cashcascade. If you object to this please write to: Cashcascade® Winning 
Cancellations, Suite 103, Cambrian Business Centre, Chester Street, 
Shrewsbury SY1 1NA. 

3. If an error is made by Cashcascade or your Bank or Building Society, you As a Workshop supporter your details are processed in the Pathway 
are guaranteed a full and immediate refund from your branch of the amount Workshop database and will be used to direct future communications. If you 
paid. object to this please write to: Mail Suppressions Dept., Pathway Workshop, 
4. You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by writing to your Bank or Dunnock Way, Oxford, OX4 7EX 

Building Society. Please also send a copy of your letter to us. 


[_]Yes, | want to support Pathway Workshop with Cashcascade®. 


COMPLETE YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 
NAME ADDRESS 


POST CODE 


TELL US YOUR WEEKLY STAKE re 


| will play witha | £1 |_| £2 stake each week (please tick) 


TELL US HOW YOU WANT TO PLAY 

| would like to play until further notice |_| (Please complete the direct debit form below) 

| would like to play for (please tick) |_| 13 weeks (£13 with £1 stake, £26 with £2 stake) 
|| 26 weeks (£26 with £1 stake, £52 with £2 stake) 
|_| 52 weeks (£52 with £1 stake, £104 with £2 stake) 

TELL US YOUR NUMBERS First 3 Nos 

Select your numbers between | and 59 here or tick the lucky dip option (za) =| = =| 

Tick here for a lucky dip. C] (We'll pick the numbers for you and let you know what they are.) 


Please make cheques 
payable to: Cashcascade 


Please tick here to indicate you are over 18 years old. 
From time to time we may be able to identify other companies whose products or services may be of interest or benefit 
to you. If you do not want to receive such information via post from selected third parties, please tick this box. 


Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 
Please fill in the form and send to: Freepost Plus, RLZH-RUEK-AGHX, Cashcascade, Suite 103, 
ey Cambrian Business Centre, Chester Street, Shrewsbury SY] INA. 


Name and ful! postal address of your Bank or Building Society Originator’s Identification Number 


[412] 4/516] 8) 


Reference: (For Office Use Only) 


Instructions to your Bank / Building Society 
a y Cashcascade Direct Debits from the account detailed 

in this Instruction ane to the safequards assured by the Direct 
Debit Guarantee. | understand that this Instruction may remain with 
Cashcascade and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my 
Bank /Building Society. 


Name(s) of Account Holders) 


Signature (s} 


Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account 


Bank Sort Code 


LT JLLJ C14 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 
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Your Representatives 


PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Brian Lester (Blackbird Leys Ward). Vice Chair: Bob Avery 
(Blackbird Leys Ward). Treasurer/Secretary: Sharon Cole. Secretary: 
Helen Shayler. Non-position holders: Lee Cole (see City Council section 
below), Chris Hatton, Rae Humberstone (see City Council section below), 
Cyril Martin, Gordon Roper, Carol Roberts. 


For further details telephone 01865 734346 during office hours of 9am- 
5pm, Monday-Friday. Answering service outside office hours. 
Alternatively, email scole@jewllandco.com 

The mailing address for the Parish Council is Sharon Cole, Parish Clerk, 
10 Swan Street, Oxford OX29 4HU 


OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 


Blackbird Leys Ward: 

Lee Cole - Independent Working Class Association 

31 Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7WS, 07886 463580 

Surgery: Every Wednesday from 6:30-8:30pm at the Clockhouse, Greater 
Leys. 

Rae Humberstone - Labour 

75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys, 01865 779678 

Email: raehumberstone@btinternet.com 

Surgery: ist and 3rd Saturday of the month at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 1l1am-12pm 


Northfield Brook Ward: 

Stuart Craft - Independent Working Class Association 

12 Brocklesby Road, Oxford, OX4 4QJ, 07733 274324 

Surgery: Every Wednesday from 6:30-8:30pm at the Clockhouse, Greater 
Leys. 

Jane Elizabeth Lacey - Independent Working Class Association 

71 Knights Road, Blackbird Leys, 07947 225297 

Surgery: No weekly surgery, but available by telephone 


OXFORDSHIRE CITY COUNCIL 


Leys & Lye Division: 

Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD, 01865 305080 

Email: val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Surgery: 3rd Saturday of the month from 11am-12pm at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, Blackbird Leys Road 

Barbara Gatehouse - Labour 

51 Ash Grove, Headington, Oxford, OX3 9JN, 01865 741060 

Email: Barbara.gatehouse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


WHAT DO 
AREA COMMITTEES D0? 


The six Area Committees are responsible 
for the following: 

ABANDONED VEHICLES, 
ALLOTMENTS, CEMETERIES, 
DECISIONS ON PLANNING 
APPLICATIONS, DOG WARDENS, 
DITCHES AND STREAMS, PUBLIC 
TOILETS, CAR PARKS, PARKS & 
COUNTRYSIDE MANAGEMENT, 
STREET CLEANING, STREET 
NAMING, COMMUNITY CENTRES. 


PPA 
OXFORD 


CITY 
COUNCIL 


SOUTH EAST 

AREA COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Ring 01865 252249 for further 
information 


4th December 
6.00pm 

Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre 


5th February 
6.00pm 
Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre 


8th January 
6.00pm 
Cardinal House, 


Littlemore 
(to be confirmed) 


ROSE HILL 
BLACKBIRD LEYS 


South East 


LITTLEMORE 


FANS ARE CERTAINLY BACKING UNITED 


Four months into the season and Oxford 
United continue to go from strength to 


strength 


JIM SMITH’S EXCITING 
Yellows sit proudly at the 
top of the Nationwide 
Conference table and are 
well on course to return to 
the Football League at the 
first attempt. Smith has 
strengthened his squad with 
the arrival of 21 year old 
striker Jamie Slabber on a 
month’s loan from Grays 
Athletic. Having played for 
Tottenham against Liverpool 
in the Premier League at the 
age of eighteen, Slabber has 
been a prolific marksman for 
Grays and Smith knows all 
about his pedigree: 

"Jamie has lost his way a 
bit and things haven’t been 
right for him at Grays but he 
has an excellent background 
and was highly thought of at 
Spurs. But after Glenn 
Hoddle, Spurs went through 
four managers very quickly, 
and he didn’t finish what 
he’d started. 

"But he did very well at 


= a 


Grays until management 
changes there. He’s only 
been playing bit parts this 
season but he’s technically a 
very good player and once 
he gets playing and scoring 
goals he has the pedigree 
and has the class, so it’s up 
to him to start scoring goals 
and get his career back to 
where it was." 


Slabber will compete with 
Steve Basham, Yemi 
Odubade and top scorer Rob 
Duffy for the striker’s 
positions, while Leys-based 
youngster Billy Beechers is 
gaining some match fitness 
and sharpness on a month's 
loan at Oxford City. 


Oxford United 


us 


THE LAST HOME game saw a 
magnificent 8,185 fans at the stadium 
to watch United beat Aldershot 2-0, 
the fourth biggest Conference 
attendance of all time. 

The club are looking to smash the 
all time attendance record for the 
Boxing Day game at home to Woking. 

The current record stands at 9,432 
when Lincoln beat Wycombe 2-0 in 
1988 and the club are hoping that 
Leys residents can help them smash 
that figure. 

Communications Officer Chris 
Williams told Leys News: 

“Boxing Day is traditionally a big 
crowd for us and there’s always a 
tremendous atmosphere. People have 
really been enjoying the football on 
display and the crowd have been 
magnificent in their support all season. 

“It’s a great place to come and see 
football right now, and we’d love as 
many local people as possible to come 
along and join us for the Woking 
game. They can make a difference by 
coming along and cheering on the 
team, and be part of a little bit of 
history if we can beat that all time 
attendance record.” 


Tickets are available from the ticket 
office at the stadium throughout the 
week, or just call 01865 337533 to 
book your place. 


Want to brush up 
your football skills 
for Christmas? 


THEN COME AND join us for our Oxford United drop and shop 
Christmas courses. Open to all young footballers between the 
ages of 6 and 13, these are fun courses with our expert 
coaches and we're offering a FREE DAY if you book before 
December ist. 

It doesn't matter whether you're just starting out in the 
game or simply want to show off your skills, our Christmas 
courses are ideal for all abilities: 


OXFORD UNITED F.C. 

CHRISTMAS DROP AS YOU SHOP SOCCER COURSES 
4 days 

Monday to Thursday 

18th - 21st December, 2006 

10am - 2.30pm 


Venue: Oxford Community School 
Only £40 for 4 days 

Girls and Boys, 6-13 year olds 

All abilities welcome 


Peter Rhoades-Brown (Community Officer), Grenoble Road, 


Oxford, OX4 4XP, Direct line 01865 337525, Fax 01865 
Sees) 


OXFORD UNITED 
CLUB SHOP 


NEXT DOOR TO THE STADIUM 


Monday to Friday:10am- 5pm 


Matchday Saturdays:10am- 3pm 
and half an hour after the match 


Evening Games:10am- 7.45pm 


